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Mufeun Rufticum et Commerciale; or feleét Papers on Agricul- 
culture, Commerce, Aris, and permegens- Drawn from Ex- 
perience, and communicated by Gentlemen engaged in thefe 
Purfuits. Revifed and Digefted by feveral Members of the 
Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and 
Commerce. 8vo. 2 Vols. 12s. Davis. 


F itbetrue, that the worf? of avarice is that of fenfe, the pub- 

lic, we apprehend, will hardly be perfuaded, that the ne- 
gleé&t of a certain refpectable Society, to publifh the papers com- 
municated to them, is not a defect in their conduct or inftitu- 
tion. “This negleé& of the Society, hawever, as a body corpo- 
rate, hath been in fome meafure repaired in the prefent publica- 
tion, by feveral of its individual Members, who have been pub- 
lic- fpirited enough to fecond the defign of the Editors, and af- 
fift them in the profecution of the work. This defignis, in the 


words of the preface, * To colleét and concentrate the experi- 


ence of the learned in Agriculture and Arts into a fmall com- 
pafs; fo that the Reader of thefe volumes may know the fen- 
timents, and fee the practice, of thofe who are moft eminently 
{killed in the works of Nature, or moft earneftly intent on the 
improvement of art, and may profit from the experience of 
others, without fharing their toils, their difficulties, or difap- 
pointments.’ 


To this end, we are told and promifed, that this Colle€tion 
does and will contain, not only fuch curious papers as have been 
prefented to the Society above-mentioned, of which copies are 
from time to time procured of their refpe€tive Writers, but alfo 
various other important articles from the moft ingenious Natu- 
ralifts and Artifts in Europe and America. 
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It were necdlefs to expatiate on the utility of a defign which 
is fo very apparent ; its execution will, neverthelefs, admit of 
fome animadverfion. It is to be wifhed, inthe firft place, that 
the Editors had taken the liberty to fhorten the feveral papers 
contained in this work, and correct the ftyle; they being, 
for the moft part, extremely verbofe and tedious, and fometimes 
not more prolix than obfcure. It may be pleaded, indeed, that 
elegance of ftyle is unneceflary in preceptive tracts and practical 
obfervations: but elegance of ftyle is not what we contend for: 
ic is by no means neceflary to amufe the Hufbandman, Artift, 
and Manufacturer with fixe writing ; concifenefs and perfpicui- 
ty, however, are abfolutely neceflary to all didactic or inftruc- 
tive performances. But, perhaps, if the Editors had taken the 
liberty we advife, they might have offended fome of their Cor- 
re(pondents, over tenacious of their own mode of expreffion ; 
tho’ it is notorious, that, in fubjects of this nature, thofe who 
have the greateft fhare of experimental knowlege, have not al- 
ways the happieft method of communicating it. There is ano- 
ther motive alfo, which might weigh with the Editors in their 
retention of a great deal of that unneceflary verbiage with which 
this Collection is overloaded ; and this is, that quantity is pecu- 
liarly neceflary to their mode of publication. The Authors of 
a periodical work, have not even the advantage of a ftage-coach, 
that of going empty when they have no paflengers : they muft bring 
a certain weight to town, tho’ it be of mereluggage. It is this 
circumftance which gives us reafon to fear, that not only the 
merit of the work, but the credit of the original pieces inferted 
in it, will be affected by fuch lefs curious and valuable papers as 
the Editors may be under a kind of neceflity to admit, in order 
to fill up their ftated number of fheets. It is not to be doubted, 
indeed, as they obferve, ‘ that a publication, opened particu- 
farly for collecting and preferving papers on thefe important fub- 
jects, will induce Gentlemen to contribute al! their ufeful ob- 
fervations; which, but for fuch a ready repofitory, would be 
loft, or fo publifhed, as to be of Tittle fervice to the commu- 
nity.” But we are not a little apprehenfive, that five fheets per 
month, of really ufeful Obfervations, may be fometimes with 
difficulty obtained, efpecially after atime, when the feveral fub- 
jects are farther exhaufted. Nay, we cannot help thinking, 
that notwithftanding the pains the Editors took to cultivate.an 
early correfpondence, there appears a dearth of matter fo early 
as the latter end of the firft volume; where we find a paper re- 
lative to a curious method of propagating trees, faid to have 
been invented by one Mr. Barnes. This method was publifhed 
fome years ago, and, as we have reafon to believe, originally 
invented by that induftrious Labourer in the literary vineyard, 
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Dr. John Hill+ ; univerfally allowed to be the moft inventive of 
all practical Hufbandmen. What adds to the impropriety of 
republifhing this paper among original letters, without taking 
notice of its former publication, is, that it is pretended to be 
communicated by a Correfpondent, one Mr. W. T. B. who 
affirms, that he hath tried the faid method with fuccefs. Now, 
it is in vain, while fuch artifices as thefe are made ufe of *, that 
the Editors may think to enhance the credit of their work by 
lamenting, ‘ That they are not permitted to difclofe the names 
of their Correfpondents ; fome of whom ftand fo high in the 
learned world, that their fanétion would carry into practice ma- 
ny excellent precepts, which have now nothing to fupport and 
recommend them, their own intrinfic merit excepted.” We 
would advife the Editors therefore, of this refpeétable publica- 
tion, to fhew themfelves for the future, above thefe little arts 
of book-making, by candidly owning what they may think 
themfelves obliged to borrow; as we make no doubt they will 
always have a fufficient quantity of original matter befides, to 
enfure a continuation of the fuccefs they have already met with 
and deferved. 


+ See Review, vol. XX. page 568, 
* Will the Editors fay, they were really impofed on by a Correfpon- 
dent? This would argue them not to be quite fo converfant with fub- 
jects and traéts of this nature, as they probably defire to be thought. 


a — ’~ 





Conclufion of the Account of Dr. Duchal’s Sermons. See our 
laft, page 287. 


we our laft Number we gave a fhort fketch of the Doétor’s 
charaéter, and an account of the fix firft Sermons of the fe- 
cond volume; we now proceed to the reft. 


In the feventh, the Doctor fhews what is to be underftood by 
glorifying God, and in what fenle the divine glory is to be the 
end of our actions. In the eighth, he endeavours to explain 
the fcripture do&trine of the Mediation of Chrift, The method 
he obferves in treating this fubject is as follows :—He lays be- 
fore his Readers, in the firft place, the {criptural account of the 
matter, fummed up as briefly as poffible ; fecondly, he enquires 
into the ends to be ferved by the mediation of our Lord, and 
fhews how the various parts he aéted, anfwered thefe ends; af- 
ter which, he makes refiections upon the whole, with a parti- 
cular view to the removal of fome difficulties, which have been 
thought greatly to embarrafs the fubjed. 


‘ The fcriptural account of this matter, fays h¢, is as fol- 
lows; That mapkind having univerfally perverted their way, 
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and having been ina ftate of moral darknefs, guilt, and corrup- 
tion; liable to the divine difpleafure; it pleafed God, in his 
infinite goodnefs and clemency, to fend his only begotten Son, 
to feek and fave them, from this deplorable ftate: and to pre- 
pare the world for the introduction and appearance of this divine 
perfon, many predictions, fome even from the very early ages, 
were publifhed concerning him; nay, the Jewifh religious con- 
{titution is reprefented as, in many inftances, typical of him, 
and as fhadowing out his priefthood and kingdom. That, in 
the fulnefs of time appointed by the Father, he accordingly 
came into the world; took our nature upon him, with its fin- 
lefs infirmities ; converfed with mankind ; by his doctrines and 
precepts laying the foundation of a kingdom of truth and righte- } 
oufnefs ; in fubftance the fame with that which the God of na- 
ture had originally founded in the heart of man. That when 
he had fulfilled his public perfonal miniftry, the divine autho- 
rity of which was clearly evinced by the many miracles he 
worked; he then, according to the counfels of the Father, 
gave himfelf up to fuffering, and to the death of the crofs. 
There, in fcripture language, he offered himfelf a facrifice for fin; 
Shed his hlood for the remiffion of it; and gave himfelf a ranfom 
for many. ‘That he rofe again from the dead; and becaufe he | 
humbled himfelf, and became obedient to death, even the death of the a) 
crofs; therefore God hath alfo highly exalted him; hath placed him 
his own right hand; fubjected all things to him; made him 
ad over all, and gave him all power and authority, in heaven 
and on earth ; which power and kingdom he will retain till the 
confummation of all things; when he is to deliver up the kingdom 
to God, even the Father, that God may be all in all, That we are 
to regard him as conftituted by the Father, to be our head and 
Lord; that from him immediately, we receive the bleffings and 
advantages of the gofpel kingdom and difpenfation; that he 
hath unalterably fixed the terms of our acceptance, and falva- 
tion; and that he is appointed to be our Judge at the great day. ‘ 


‘ Thefe are the main things taught us in Scripture, concern- 
ing the Mediation of our blefled Saviour. And there fhould 
‘feem no need of multiplying words to fhew, that this is, in 
truth, a moit amazing fcene ; that nothing of a more intereft- 
ing nature can enter into the heart of man: nor is it poffible 
for any thinking perfon to believe it, without feeing that it de- 
mands his-ferious attention; efpecially, with regard to the im-. 
provement to be made of it.’ 


The.Doétor, .in the next place, confiders the ends to be an- 
fwered by this interpofition of the only begotten Son of God, 
and tells us, in general, that the raifing of mankind, dead in 
trefpafles 
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trefpafles and fins, toa holy and divine life, and to the happi- 
nefs which is annexed to it, was unqueftionably the great end. 


In order to fhew how the part our Saviour fuftained, and what 
he did and fuffered, tend to promote this great defign, the Doc- 
tor obferves, that he was of the higheft importance to this end, 
as he became a light to the world; giving his Difciples the clear- 
eft and fulleft inftructions, and with the greateft and moft un- 
queftionable authority ; putting them into the only true way to 
falvation; delivering them from ignorance and darknefs ; from 
the bondage of fuperftition, and furnifhing them with thofe 
ptinciples which are the fources of all that is good and happy. 


As our bleffed Saviour diffufed that maft glorious light which, 
of all things, was moft neceflary to anfwer his great and good 
defign, of fhewing men what they ought todo; fo, does his 
mediation, we are told, fuggeft to them fome moft powerful 
motives to obedience; fuch as are wonderfully fitted to work on 
ingenuous minds.—- The love of the Fa her towards mankind, 
and his earneftnefs for their falvation, appear moft remarkably 
in this difpenfation.—T he manner in which our redemption and 
falvation is effected, namely, by the incarnation, the fufferings, 
and death of the Son of God, 1s of moft perfuafive tendency to 
engage the heart, to fill it with a juft fenfe of thofe things which 
concern our falvation, and with the moft ufeful fentiments. 


God fendeth his own Son, in flefh, who came (in obedience 
to the Father) to accomplifh an end, which did the higheft ho- 
nour to the Father; and fhewed, through the whole of the part 
he acted, a merit the moft confummate that ever was exhibited 
on the theatre of this world. Asthe reward of this, the Father 
exalts him to the higheft and moft important ftation; invefting 
him with all power and authority ; placing the conduét of our 
falvation in his hands ;_ particularly giving him authority to par- 
don the fins of the truly penitent, and to confer life eternal on 
them. ‘his method of receiving the penitent into favour, and 
the honour which is done by it to our Mediator, that, through 
his hand, all bleflings and advantages fhould come to us; is the 
moft folemn teftimony which God could give to mankind, of 
his regard to what is excellent and worthy: that nothing is, in 
his eftimation, to be compared to it; and that the higheft ho- 
nours and happinefs will always be conferred upon the greateft 
merit. But then, it is not poffible to confider the matter in this 
light, without feeing, that where fuch approbation of, and re- 
gard are fhewn to, exalted merit, there muft be, at the fame 
time, a proportionable difpleafure at fin; for, that penitents 
receive the remiffion of it, by an authority conferred as the re- 
ward of the moft confummate merit, cannot but point out to 
Y 3 them 
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them the difpleafure of the Supreme Being, at tranfgreflion and 
guilt. 


¢ From what hath been faid, continues our Author, we ma 
likewife fee, how the voluntary fufferings and death of our Sa- 
viour, have an influence and efficacy, as the means of our ob- 
taining forgivenefs of fin: they have this efficacy, as they were 
the moft confpicuous aéts of our Lords’s confummate merit, 
and by which it was compleated, and he was perfe&ed. As the 
Apoftle obferveth, Heb. ii. 10.—** It bccame him by whom are 
all things, and for whom are all things, in bringing many fons 
and daughters to glory, to make the Captain of our falvation 

erfe&t through fuffering ; and being made perfect, he became 
the Author of eternal falvation to allthem who obey him.” 


¢ It is our Saviour’s confummate unequalled merit, which, 
by the Father’s good pleafure and appointment, lieth at the 
foundation of all this fcheme. And as the laying down his life 
was that act which did the higheft honour to the Father, and 
finifhed our Saviour’s merit, it is therefore fpoken of in Scrip- 
ture, as our ranfom, as the atonement for us, and in other fuch 
expreffions; all which feem to fignify, that this laft a& of the 
{fcene was that which was moft of all confidered; and upon 
which our Saviour’s exaltation, as a Prince and a Saviour, fol- 
lowed, | 


- © Our bleffed Lord tells us, that be shed his blood for the re- 
miffion of fin; that be gave his life a ranfom for many; and we 
are taught, that he offered himfelf a facrifice for fin, that be is 
the propitiation for our fins; andthat we are wafbed from cur fins 
in bis blood; with many other fuch phrafes; fome of which are 
plainly figurative, and cannot be taken in a ftri€tly proper fenfe, 
without greatabfurdity. But with refpeé to facrifices, it feems 
to have been the original intention of them to do honour to 
Ged; they were, indeed, a part of religious worfhip. Sacri- 
fices for penitent offenders, were offered as a folemn confeffion, 
on the part of the offenders, of their guilt; and perhaps as an 
external expreffion, and memorial, of what, in ftrictnefs of law, 
they deferved. Sacrifices were confumed and deftroyed; this 
has given fome perfons an occafion to fay, that the facrifice un- 
derwent the deftruction which the tranfgreffor deferved. What- 
ever the Jews thought in this matter, which it is not eafy for 
us to know with certainty; yet we are fure it bears no fort of 
applicatien to our Saviour; who, fo far from perifhing in his 
death, was, as the reward of his fubmitting to it, advanced to 
the higheft and moft important ftation in the kingdom of God : 
wherefore, the facrifices under the law could bear no refem- 
blance to him in this refpect, We are alfo fure that nothing 
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can be pleafing to God, or do him honour, but what is morally 
excellent and worthy. So that, tho’ he was pleafed with the 
facrifices under the law, when they were offered with fincere 
hearts, and in obedience to him; yet we certainly know, that 
he could not be pleafed with the blood of bullocks and of goats. 
That which rendered the death of our Lord fo pleafing and me- 
ritorious in his fight, was its having been a.moft confpicuous a@ 
of obedience; the moft honourable and worthy conclufion of a 
life in all refpects perfect. As was faid before, our Saviour was 
perfected by it. Thus obtained he power to forgive fin, and to be 
the Author of eternal falvation. ‘Therefore, fo far is his death 
to be looked upon as a facrifice for fin, as thereby he obtained 
power to pardon, to proclaim peace and reconciliation to the 
guilty. And that fuch illuftrious merit may be confidered uns 
der the notion of atonement, will appear plain from a very re- 
markable paflage in the book of Numbers, chap. xxv. When 
Phineas the Prieft inftantly put to death an Ifraelite wko had 
brought a Midianitifh woman into his tent, in dire& and moft 
prefumptuous tranfgreffion of the law of God; I fay, that 
when Phineas had put them both to death, this his zeal for the 
divine honour was fo accepted of God, that he thus fpoke te 
Mofes; “* Phineas the fon of Eleazar, the fon of Aaron the 
Prieft, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Ifrael, 
(while he was zealous for my fake among them) that I con- 
jumed not the children of Ifrael in my jealoufy. Wherefore 
fay, behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace, and he 
fhall have it, and his feed after him, even the covenant of an 
everlaiting priefthood, becaufe he was zealous for his God, and 
made an atonement for the children of Ifrael;” who all of 
them, we fee, reaped the happy fruits of this man’s rm rt 
ed zeal. How much more do we reap the fruits of our Lord’s 
moft perfe& merit ! whom God hath therefore crowned with 
authority to forgive us our fins; and to pronounce us, on the 
terms of faith andrepefttance, in favour with our Maker. 


‘ The great thing to be attended to in this whole matter, is, 
that the greateft honour is done to the Father of all; and to 
righteoufnefs and true holinefs: now this honour certainly is 
the true intention of all facrifices; as it alfo is the intention 
which the Authors of fome fchemes, with refpect to our re- 
demption by Chrift, have profefled to purfue: who yet, by their 
explanations, without warrant from the holy Scriptures, have 
laid Chriftianity, in their fenfe of that word, open to great ob- 
jections, fome of which feem unanfwerable; by a miftaken zeal 
for the Jaws and the juftice of God, explaining things fo as to 
make him appear moft terrible ; as treating his offending crea- 
tures, in all the ftrictnefs and rigour of law and juftice; fo that 
Y 4 penitent 
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penitent pardone! finners are, indeed, under great obligations 
to their Mediator and Surety ; but, properly {peaking, in the 
point of juitificacion, meet with no clemency from their fupreme 
Lord and Judge, who is rep:efented as exacting to the utmoft ; 
they fpeak. accordingly, of penalties, of vindictive juftice, of 
equivalent vicarious punifhments, of proper fatisfaction to juf- 
tice, and fuch other things, rather after the manner of human 
governments, and human courts; without properly attending 
to it, that this is not the way in which the Father of mercies 
proceeds with his frail offending creatures. ‘Thus do they in- 
volve themfelves in inextricable difficulties; ftill, however, 
profefing that it is only the honour of God, and of his laws, 
which is intended to be fupported and illuftrated. But it will 
be evident to all who ferioufly attend, that the ftrong figurative 
expreffions of the New Teftament, on which fuch human 
{chemes of redemption are founded, were intended to be ufed 
in an allufive, and not at all a ftrictly literal fenfe; many of 
which, taken in fuch a fenfe, would lead us into the grofleft 
abfurdity. It is hoped, that the true meaning and defign of 
them hath been already declared in this Difcourfe, namely, that 
God chofe to pardon penitent offenders by the mediation of our 
Saviour, as a moft folemn teftimony to the intellectua! and mo- 
ral creation, of his regard and Jove to the higheft moral excel- 
lence and merit of our Saviour; at the fame time, as a ftanding 
memorial of his difpleafure at tranfgreffion and fin; and that 
his counfel and defign was, to imprefs on the minds of men this 
fenfe of thefe matters as deeply as poffible. 


¢ Thus, though we know from the light of nature, the good- 
nefs and clemency of God, and are aflured of them, yet the 
gift of the Son of God, to fuffer and die for us, is an illuftra- 
tion of that goodnefs and clemency, which wonderfully raifes 
our fenfe of it, and giveth great gladnefs of heart; fo, in like 
manner, though by the light of natureswe know the excellence 
of moral rectitude and goodnefs, and the regard of the Father 
of all to it, with his difpleafure at willful tranfgreffion; yet 
this illuftration which we have of both, by the method of our 
falvation through Chrift, may anfwer the worthieft end, by ex- 
citing in us fuch fentiments of thefe things, and by aff. Ging our 
minds to fuch a degree, as we fhould not have otherwife known. 
Let it be attended to, laftly, thatthis particular end of the me- 
diation, the fuffering and death of our Saviour, is never to be 
confidered as detached from the other great purpofes which are 
ferved by it; fuch as, the confirmation and eftabl:fhment of his 
religion; the giving us a moft glorious and perfect example, in hu- 
man nature, of every thing good and worthy ; the doing honour 
to a ftate externally low and affli€icd ; with fuch other things 
as 
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as are to be taken into the account, in confidering the defign of 
this great tranfaction, and in illuftrating the wifdom of it.’ 


In the ninth Sermon, the Doétor confiders what the fenti- 
ments of Angels concerning our prefent ftate may be fuppofed 
to be, and the motives which arife from hence, to conduét life 
wifely and virtuoufly. In the tenth, he enquires how far the 
cares of human life may be fuppofed to ceafe in a future ftate ; 
and fhews how this confideration ought to regulate and mode- 
rate them at prefent. In the eleventh, he fhews that the pre- 
fent ftate has a plain reference to a future invifible one, un- 
{fpeakably greater and more auguft; and that in both, the fame 
glorious defign is uniformly carried on. 


The fubjeéts of the remaining Difcourfes of this volume, are 
—The infinite importance of the love of God ;—the great im- 
portance of not being enflaved by any defire;—our abfolute 
dependence on God ;—what is imported in keeping the heart, 
and the beft means of doing it. 


The firft Sermon of the third volume, we are told by the Edi- 
tor, is one of a very full fet upon the Chriftian life, all of which 
are excellent; but the number of them is fo great, he fays, 
that it is thought beft, in the prefent want of tafte for fuch 
writings, to give but a few of them tothe public. The fubje& 
of this Sermon is,—A good tafte in the conduét of life, with 
the means of acquiring it.—The ferious Reader will perufe the 
whole Difcourfe with great fatisfaction. 


In the fecond Sermon, the Doétor treats of virtuous refolu- 
tion, and the means of attaining it. In the third, he recom- 
mends integrity of character. Inthe fourth, he confiders our 
relation to univerfal nature, and the fentiments and duties ari- 
fing from it. 


The fifth Sermon contains reflections on the happinefs of the 
righteous, with fome very judicious practical obfervations, a 
few of which we fhall lay before our Readers. 


‘ Firft we may fee, fays our Author, how admirably the 
chief end and fupreme good of human nature is fuited to the 
powers of the mind, and the defires which are planted in the 
heart. Thefe, in their natural tendencies, reject and defpife 
every thing little, and mean, and narrow, and purfue thofe ob- 
jets which are the greateft and moft unlimited. Human defire 
is, indeed, a vaft, an unbounded thing; it is fo in its nature; 
it was intended to be fo. Let any man try himfelf, and with 
refpect to that which is the object of his ftrongeft affe@tion, or, 
in other words, his chief good, he will find defire infatiable ; 
fo that he never poflefles fo much but he would ftill have more. 
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The man of pleafure is ftill for more of it, or higher refine. 
ments in it; the man whole idol is greatnefs and power, is ne- 
ver fo high, but that he would be yet higher; the fordidly co- 
vetous, who knows no God but mammon, never fays it is 
enough. Look into the nobler purfuits of life; did ever man 
attain to fuch degrees of learning, that his defire after know- 
lege was perfectly fated ; or, when was the eye fatisfied with 
feeing? This infatiability of human defire, when the obje& is 
unworthy, and no ways commenturate to it, is, indeed, a great 
and moft fatal vice, and is often feen to betray men into great 
guilt, as well as bring them into ruin; fo that it is neceflary, 
in all cafes in which there can be excefs, to reftrain defire. 
But ftill, in fa&, whatever is fixed upon by the heart of man as 
the chief good, and the object of the higheft delight and joy, 
there it is in vain to fpeak of reftraint: men are ftill itraining 
forward. And, indeed, this vaft extent or compafs of defire, 
when well directed, is fo far from being culpable, that it is al- 
— approved by the reflecting mind; it {peaks a certain great- 
nefs of foul, which is, indeed, moft pleafing. Whoever found 
fault with himfelf for vehemence of defire after moral excellency, 
after higher degrees of it than have been yet attained? who 
ever accounted moderation in this refpeét a virtue? who ever 
blamed himfelf for the ftrength of defire after the pure joys 
which are annexed to virtue, and greater meafures than he was 
ever yet in pofleffion of ? If the mind refts in fuch objects as 
good, and what make men truly happy, it feems impoffible not 
to defire as much of that good and happinefs, as men are capa- 
ble of enjoying ; and how far this capacity may reach, who 
can determine ? 


© But from this it is an obvious confequence, that nothing 
cculd ever be intended as the chief good of man, in the fruition 
of which excefs is at all poflible. And hence we evidently fee, 
that all temporal objects, all fenfual delights, all the objects of 
covetous defire, are at once excluded. In thefe purfuits there 
is, confefledly by all, great, and culpable, and ruinous excefs ; 
they cannot then be the higheft enjoyments of a Being who has 
tates. in the very nature of them, illimitable; who feems to 
be made for progrefs in perfe€tion and happinefs, to which ima- 
gination can fix no certain bounds. Whereas, when we turn 
our thoughts to knowlege, to moral excellence, to the vifion of 
God ; here, indeed, an unbounded profpect lies before us, and 
we can fet no certain limits to our poffible attainments in the 
duration of aneternal age. In thefe objects then our chief good 
mutt lie; there is agreatnefs, an infinity in them, fuited to de- 
fires which know no bound. This is the voice of reafon, it is 
the language of our own frame directing us. But how — 
os ly 
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bly are the generous tendencies of the foul encouraged and 
firengthened by the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift! in the 
expre(s declarations and affurances of eternal life, in the high 
and elevating fentiments they give us of the heavenly ftate, and 
‘n the amazing manifeftations of the love of the Father of all, 
his love to mankind in Chrift Jefus our Lord; and in his will- 
ingnefs to communicate to us from the infinite riches of his 
bounty and goodnefs ! What fhall we more fay? if knowlege, 
if moral excellence, if God himfelf is the objet of our felicity ; 
thefe objects are infinite, and fuited to Beings formed with fuch 
capacities and defires, and for an eternal duration of exiftence. 
This little world, with all that may be pofflefled in it, can be no 
great matter to Beings of fuch a frame and conftitution.—This 
little world, in which we are tocontinue but a little time, were 
it all our own, ftill it would not fatisfy ; we fhould be fenfible 
of defires infeparable from our frame, which extend far be- 

ondit. It is at prefent our convenient habitation, and greatly 
enriched with the goodnefs of our Maker; but we all know, 
that to the peaceful enjoyment of life in it, and to the tranquillity 
of our minds, two things are abfolutely needful, namely, acon- 
tentment with that portion of the good things of the world 
which Providence hath put into our pofleffion, though compa- 
ratively a fmall one ; and a willingnefs to leave it, and all that 
is in it, when the Author of nature fhall give the command: 
what then can fuch a fcene be to creatures of fuch extended de- 
fires, after an endlefs duration of being, and unbounded happi- 
nefsin it? Itis true, we fee enough in this fcene to demon- 
ftrate fully the goodnefs of the Parent of the univerfe; and we 
find ourfelves in a ftate in which being is fweetened and rendered 
comfortable by many favours; but that very goodnefs of our 
common Parent, raifes expectations which extend far beyond 
this world; and he does not juftice to the goodnefs of God, or 
to hisown frame, who raifeth his thoughts no higher.’ 


The fixth Sermon contains ufeful refle&tions on the forrows 
and fufferings of good men. In the feventh, the Doétor com- 
pares youth and advanced age, and points out their feveral ad- 
vantages and difadvantages. In the eighth, he confiders the life of 
man, as it appears to the reflecting mind, in thofe parts of it 
which are paft, and in thofe which are to come, and makes 


fome very pertinent obfervations upon thofe different views 
of it. 


In the ninth and tenth Sermons, the Doétor confiders the 
principal reafons of the prefent conftitution of human nature, 
fo far as they are difcoverable by us; his principal defign is, to 
recommend induftry and diligence in thofe labours, and in that 
Sphere of action which our Maker hath allotted tous. In the 


eleventh, 
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eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth Sermons, he treats, 
in a very pious and rational manner, of the fovereignty and 
glory of God. 


The fifteenth Sermon is a very ufeful and judicious one, 
The fubject of it is, the importance of laying down a certain 
plan for the conduct of life, and of fixed rules for the perform. 
ance of its duties. After fully explaining the pregept in his text, 
viz. to walk circumfpecily, the Doctor proceeds to recommend it 
to his Readers by {ome very juft and weighty confiderations. 


‘ But before we enter upon this head of Difcourfe, fays he, I 
muft obferve, that, perhaps, it may be alledged by fome, that 
there is no fuch thing neceflary ; cannot every man judge as 
things turn out to him upon particular occafions, without any 
previous rules? is there any thing eafier? will not a good heart 
always incline to that which is right? and a little plain fenfe be 
ready to point that out to him? I anfwer, if there are men of 
fuch confirmed good affe€tions, and good under ftanding in mat- 
ters of religion, that the method now recommended can be of 


‘ noufe to them, they have, indeed, nothing to do with it. But 


if there are who nced helps, who are not io firmly eftablifhed, 
or fo happily guarded, in fuch cafe, I am perfuaded, that this 
doing of things in acertain and fixed method, will be of fervice 
to them; and this will eafily appear from the firft argument I 
would offer torecommend it ; which is taken from the amazing 
variety there is in our views and apprehenfions of things. Are 
we not all, at leaft many of us, fenfible that the fame things, 
at different times, do appear in a very different light tous? Is 
there not too much of the uncertain and capricious in our ima- 
ginations? Are not our fears and hopes, our delights and di- 
verfions, nay, our fenfe even with refpect to the moral quality 
of fome ations, apt to vary? Do we not find that things ap- 
pear very. different when the mind is gloomy and overwhelmed 
with melancholy, from what they do when it is eafy and joyful? 
Will a man have the fame fenfe of every thing, when in the 
cool morning he meditates in his clofet, as he has when his fpi- 
rits are raifed with wine? To apply this particularly to the 
prefent purpofe, do not we find, that even with refpect to the 
duties we are called to perform, and the appearances of and ap- 
proaches to evil, there is a variety in our imaginations concern- 
ing things, and in our fenfe of them. In our moft ferious and 
retired hours, and to our moft deliberate thoughts, things will 
appear offenfive, wholly, or in a great meafure, and yet, per- 
haps, when we get into the world, and our minds become ele- 
vated, that offence difappears, wholly, or in a great meafure 5 
and we will then fay and do things, which our more fober and 
deliberate thoughts would forbid as indecent, inexpedient, or, 
perhaps, 
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perhaps, approaching to evil. So again, with refpeCt to fome 
religious exercifes, the mind in its beft and moft ferious ftate, 
may think them very important, and apply with much diligence 
to the performance of them; and yet another temper and mood 
may come, through bufinefs or company, in which they will 
not appear to be of any fuch moment, and in which a negli- 
gent and hafty performance will fatisfy. Befides, to offer no 
more by way of illuftration, who knows not how much the 
power of temptation biafles the judgment, and blinds the mo- 
raleye? who knows not how much partiality to ourfelves leads 
us aftray in judging? Now, if there is fuch a variety in our 
views and imaginations of things, if the mind is fo apt to be 
put out of its proper temper, and to be biafled in judgment on 
particular occafions, is it not highly expedient and ufeful, that 
we fhould have certain rules and maxims laid down to ourfelves, 
for the conduct of life; and that as little as may be, be left to 
the prefent imagination and hafty judgment? Is it not our wifeft 
way, to form our judgments for the conduct of life, in the cool- 
eft, moft deliberate, and difpaffionate temper of our minds ; 
and to purfue thefe judgments afterwards, when, efpecially in 
the hour of temptation the mind may be in danger of being bi- 
afled, of warping unhappily towards that which is wrong. 
Safer is it furely, to purfuea judgment deliberately formed, than 
a fudden motion, on which perhaps we have not opportunity to 
deliberate, and in which the underftanding may be under the in- 
fluence of a prefent unhappy prejudice. 


‘ In the fecond place, by laying down to ourfelves, and ftea- 
dily purfuing, fuch rules, the bufinefs and duties of the Chrif- 
tian life will be more fuccefsfully performed. For the illuftra- 
tion of this, let us fuppofe that a perfon has deliberated with 
himfelf carefully, and judged what is fit for him to give in chae 
rity, for a certain time, be ita month or a year. In this he 
endeavours to judge impartially, without giving way to 2 nar- 
row covetous temper, on the one hand, or to undiftinguifhing 
and indifcreet profufenefs, on the other. When he has devoted 
fuch a part of his fubftance as he deliberately judges he can 
{pare, will he not be better prepared to perform thofe charitable 
offices, than another who does not walk by any fuch rule? In 
the latter cafe, when a man has no land-mark to guide him, a 
covetous temper may magnify what he gives, or has given, in 
his own imagination, and, on particular occafions, may toa 
much contract his fpirit. On the other hand, if his temper is 
Culpably generous, he may without attending to it, give what 
he cannot fpare with juftice tothe world, his dependents, and 
himfelf. Surely thefe inconveniencies which on both hands are 
obvious, are beft prevented by a man’s conducting himfelf by 4 
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certain rule. Juft fo with refpeét to fecret devotion, or that of 
families, with refpect to reading and meditation; if a perfon 
has no ftated times for thefe fervices, which you will allow me 
to fay are very important, and walks by no rule with refpe& to 
them, but gives to them, now and then a little time, as he can 
moft eafily {pare it; he will undoubtedly find great inconyeni. 
ences in this eh, 7K and himfelf in danger of being ims 
pofed upon by it. Men are generally apt enough to tire of thefe 
exercifes ; and their imagination to reprefent alittle time fo em- 
ployed, as a great deal; fo that every little avocation will be 
enough to interrupt them, or to divert the mind entirely from 
them, for that time. According to the old obfervation, what a 
man can do at any time, he is apt to neglect altogether; fo that 
if men have not fome ftated feafons for converfing with their 
Maker, that bufinefs will probably be entirely neglected. But 
though men do not negle@ it altogether, yet if they walk by no 
rule or meafure, they are apt to be too hafty in it, and not to 
allow time enough, that deliberate contemplations of the Di- 
vine Being, and folemn addrefles to him, may make fuch im- 
preflions on the mind as are neceflary to anfwer the declared 
ends of all devotion. There is a wide difference, as experi- 
ence fhews, between uttering haftily a few fentences in the pre- 
fence of God, without preparation of*mind, without care and 
attention, and fuch a compofed deliberate application of the 
powers as will give opportunity to the nobleft of all fentiments 
to poflefs the foul, and affe& the heart—A wide difference be- 
tween praying in fome fort, and doing it in the manner that 
tends to fill the mind with admiration and love, with gratitude 
and duty, with pleafing truft and confidence! Now, if men 
are in danger of trifling in fuch fervices, is it not highly expe- 
dient that they fhould have fomerule, or meafure, to guide them- 
felves by? A man’s ftate and circumftances in the world are 
fuch, that they allow him to fpend fuch a portion of time in 
ferious meditation, and converfe with his Maker, he fees he can 
redeem fo much time from his worldly bufinefs, without any lofs 
to him, fhould he not then refolve on employing it, be it lefs or 
more, in thefe fervices, and regularly to apply himfelf to them, 
as the ftated feafon returns, without fuffering himfelf to be 
drawn away by any avocations but what are unavoidable? [am 
fully perfuaded, that walking thus by rule, would be found ex- 
ceeding falutary and profitable. There will be a very perceiv- 
able difference between the effet that fuch a ftated and delibe- 
rate application of the mind to devotion, as a part of the con- 
ftant bufinefs of life will have upon it, and that of a few hafty 
ejaculations, with which fome, perhaps many, are apt to fatisty 
themfelves.—I have been the more particular in this, becaufe it 
fhould feem that nothing is a means of preferving the mind ina 
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ood temper, and of making:religion prevalent in it, equal to 
frequent deliberate converfe with our Creator, in ftated feafons 
frequently returning. And I am perfuaded there never was, 
nor will be, a cafe in which men fo applied themfelves, but that 
they found their account in it. So likewife in many other re- 
fpects, we fhall find our time beft improved, and our bufinefs in 
life beft performed, if in all things, as far as it can be done 
without a ridiculous ftiffnefs, we proceed by rule.’ 


The fixteenth Sermon contains practical refle&tions on the 
Divine Omniprefence. In the feventeenth, the Doétor fhews, 
that the fenfe of right is the ftandard by which we muft judge 
of the charaéter, and conduét, of all moral agents; even of 
the Supreme. Inthe eighteenth, he difcourfes from thefe words 
—Fefus faith unto them, my meat is to do the will of him that fent 
me, and to finifh his work. 


We have now given a fhort account of the contents of thefe 
two volumes, and cannot conclude this article without recom- 
mending them to the attentive perufal of fuch of our Readers 
as look upon religious fubjects to be of all others the moft im- 
portant. ‘Thofe whofe fupreme ambition it is to cultivate goed 
difpofitions, to improve in virtue, and to reach the true dignity 
and higheft perfection of their natures, will receive great ad-. 
vantage from them.. Few Writers appear to have thought more, 
or more juftly, upon religious fubjects, than Dr. Duchal; and 
tho’ many furpafs him in elegance and fprightlinefs of compofi- 


tion, there are none who feem to have had a ftronger fenfe of 


the importance of religious truths, or who have repretented them, 
in a manner better adapted to imprefs the minds of ferious and 
rational Chriftians. 


For our account of a former volume of Sermons by this Author, fee 
Review, vol. VIII. p. 23. RK 


i. 





a 


An Enquiry into the Strudture of the human Body, relative to its 
fuppofed Influence on the Morals of Mankind. By Charles Col- 
lignon, M.D. Profefflor of Anatomy at Cambridge. 8vo. 
1s. Printed at Cambridge, fold by Beecroft, and Dodfley, 
in London. 


HE good defign of this ingenious and learned, though 

fometimes declamatory, performance, is to difcufs, and, 
in effect, to defeat, that excufe for, or rather juftification of, our 
vices, which fo many are willing to conclude inevitable, from 
their very conftitution. Or, in our Author’s own words, ¢ to ens 
quire how far (the natural ftructure of the body confidered) 
man may fti) be free; free from the greateft tyranny, that of 
-. unreafonable 
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unreafonable and impatient defires: and how far the fatal force 
by which he is drawn afide, may be imputed to fome acquired 
imperfetion in his ftructure. And then if, by any rule of con. 
duct, we can prevent that alteration taking place, it will be al- 
lowed, that Providence has not formed men of fuch materials, 
as neceflarily impel them to illicit a€tions.’ Our curious Au- 
thor tells us foon after—* It is not defigned to deny that we are 
liable, without great care, to be biafled by fome internal feel. 
ings,’ but adds, ‘ we may bend what we cannot break, and 
prune the luxuriances of what we cannot [perhaps in many 
cafes what we /hould not] eradicate; and fo blend the jarring 
Ingredients of a faulty frame, as to become happy ¢#o ourfelves, 
and profitable to others.’ 


His firft morally phyfiological difcuffion of this Enquiry begins 
with contemplating the blood; and * fuch (he obferves) is the 
nature of this fluid, that fobriety in every animal indulgence, 
and temperance in every intellectual purfuit, will leave it in that 
ftate, for the moft part, which is beft calculated for the happi- 
nefs of the individual: as there is no moral neceffity for a ftri& 
fimilarity in the difpofitions of different men, a diverfity of them 
being more conducive to the good of the whole; while all merc 
and pity, or all fortitude and refolution, would probably be fub- 
verfive of that univerfal fcheme of harmony, which was meant 
to fpring from this apparent difcord.’ He mentions the notion 
Hippocrates hints of making men wifer, by amending or alter- 
ing their blood ; which, within proper bounds, he fuppofes may 
not be entirely chimerical :’ and which reminded us of the Galac- 
tophagi, a nation fubfifting folely on milk, whom Homer cha- 
racterizes as a blamelefs people. This naturally led Dr. Col- 
lignon to mention the transfufion of the blood, as nowife fo- 
reigm-to the{cheme of improving mens morals, by changing it: 
lieve: already fhewn, how habitual temperance might fo 
regulate its vital motion, as to mitigate a propenfity to illicit 
aétions, he pioufly concludes this fection with recommending 
the ufe of reafon, fortified by religion, as the moft efficacious 
inftrument to curb its painful and dangerous commotions; ar- 
guing from the vifibly tyrannical effects of falfe religion and 
enthufiafm, to the placid-and benign influence of the rational 
and true. 


In the fection on the Fibres, after many other merely phyfio- 
logical obfervations, Dr. Collignon fays, in the character of a 
medical Moralift, * As in faét, too long and clofe an attention 
of the mind, has a tendency to dry up and overbrace the 
body; fhall we fay here, that Providence has thus given acheck 
to that infatiable thirft of knowlege, which might have been 
prejudicial, either in feedinz our pride, or deftroying our health ? 


2, Or 











Or that be has thus made focial intercourfe, as abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, as it is natural and decent, among indigent fellow- 
creatures? This at leaft we muft fay, that we are hereby cau- 
tioned to guard againft all peevifh difcontent and morofenefs, 
by a moderation in our purfuits of intelleGtual improvement : 
fince the wifeft [the moft fcientific] have not always been the 
worthieft of men.’ Such pretty, and not improbable, fuggef- 
tions afford us an ideaof much benignity, and a kind of natural 
politenefs in the mind, and in the manners, of the Gentleman 
who conceived them. 


As the univerfal Bath we live in (as Dr. Collignon not im- 
properly terms the air) has a neceflary influence on the ftate of 
the fibres, he fuppofes, that from the influence of different cli- 
mates, we may partly account for the various ftature and make, 
for the diverfity of genius, and in fome meafure for the bent of 
the virtues and vices of their inhabitants, as far as they flow 
from an indulgence of conftitutional pronenefs. 


In his fe&tion—Of the Nerves—which -he calls a boundlefé 
Ocean, a deep unfathomable Abyfs, there is more curiofity than 
argument ; though we think there is fomething very probable 
in the reflection which fuppofes, the different ftate of nerves in 
different men to be no inconfiderable fource of that variety of 
characters to be met with inthe world. The conclufion of this 
Effay may fuggeft, that the greateft indulgence our Author al- 
lows to his own, is particularly to the Auditory nerves; for af- 
terapretty, declamatory, panegyric of Mufic, he adds, * And, 
perhaps, this enjoyed in ‘moderation, by attuning the paffions, 
and calming any little tendency to irregularity in the blood, 
may be the moft wholfome indulgence that man can partake of 
here below.’ 


We pafs over his fe&tion on the Temperance and Ages of 
Men, &c. as containing little new or material. In that on 
Education and Fafhion, after fome juft and moral, tho’ fearce- 
ly any new refleGtions, on both, he fays pertinently-——‘ As far 


as conftitutional pronenefs is really apparent, let it by all means 


be kept under; at mo rate encouraged or inflamed. And this 
attempt, if fet on foot in the ductile age, when pliant Nature 
almoft bends to Inftruétion’s hand, will be found a matter of no 
great difficulty. ‘The carrying the eye of Attention, in more 
advanced ftates, to fcenes and profpects widely differing from 
what the mind wouJd brood upon within, has been often prao- 
tiled with fuccefs. A tendency to amorous foftnels and /ybaritic 
luxury, may not improbably be overcome by the feverer pur 
fuits of mathematical inveftigations: while too thoughtful a 
mind, and one of too ferious aturn, muft walk abroad over 
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fmiling Nature, and expatiate among the brighteft fcenes of 
laughing Creation.’ 


The fubje& of the Paffions is too trite, to hope for any no- 
velty in Dr, Collignon’s fection on them. It is not void, how- 
ever, of elegantexpreflion, but rather a little too verbofe ; and, » 
to ufe a metaphor of his own, it feems to impale flowers for 
fruit, on its Readers. But the following conclufion has more 
ftrength and pertinence. 


¢ Upon the whole then, what have we found in thofe three ca- 
pital parts of our compofition, the Blood, the Fibres, and the 
Nerves, which can juftly be deemed the Artificers of our Mife- 
ry, or the unavoidable Corrupters of our Innocence? Have we 
not on the contrary feen the affertion verified, ‘* That God hath 
made men upright, but they have fought out many inventions.” 
Have we not feen, that he [man] often yields himfelf a willin 
captive to the dominion of favourite paflions ? That he knowingly 
fupplies his Enemy with ftrength and ammunition, to be em- 
ployed againft himfelf? And that he firft difmifles his Guards, 
and then complains of inability to ward off danger? Or if by 
more prudent conduct, and ferious reflection, he keeps clear of 
fuch a fhameful overthrow, yet does he not fuffer the force of 
Example, of Cuftom, and of Fafhion, to miflead him into great 
inconveniences? So that if we will confefs the truth, we fhall 
be forced to own, that we bring on ourfelves much the greateft 
part of thofe mifchiefs, which we are fo fond of attributing to 
the influence of our Bodies.’ 


Thefe facts feem to us as true as the reflections are moral, and 
we fhall rejoice to find fuch a conclufion always attended with 
its utmoft operation and influence: fince it may be apprehended, 
that if the tenet, of Vice being wholly infuperable and inevit- 
able, from the very nature and conftitution of our bodies, fhould 
prevail, we fhall, as a confequence, be very apt to depreciate 
the merit of every virtue, and of goodnefs itfelf; fuppofing 
them alfo the inevitable effefts cf a happier organization, of 
better blood, nerves, and fibres. . This will have but too obvi- 
ous a tendency to extinguifh the rational and religious tenet of 
our free agency; without which, as being incapable of option, 
we are rather in the condition of puppets than of men; and 
can be no proper, no warrantable objects of judgment or admo- 
nition, of rewardor punifhment. From the inexplicable union 
of that principle and fubftance which compound the living man, 
we find it a daily experienced truth, that they reciprocally affect 
cach other; but the unperifhable part was certainly intended, 
in general, to prefide; and for fuch deviations as greatly de- 
pend on each particular Jxvolucrum of the Soul, the all-perfect 
Creator 
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Creator of both will certainly make all juft, and even be- 
nign allowances. We have not a fingle natural paffion, that 
was not given to be ay gratified ; but to regulate the degree 
and means of fuch gratification, Reafon was conferred on us, 
and the ufe we make of this divine talent, will probably de- 
termine the quality of our feparate condition. k 
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The Providential Hiftory of Mankind opened, by the Key of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. Applied to the Holy Scriptures. 
By the Rev. James Stronge, A. M. of the Diocefe of Ar- 
magh. 8vo. 6s. Dodfley. 


HERE are few tafks fo difagreeable as‘ that of a Reviewer. 

Many a dull, many a ftupid performance is he obliged to 
foil through, without the profpect of any other recompence, 
but the fevereft cenfure and grofleft abufe from Authors and 
their friends. Every Author looks upon his work with the 
affection and tendernefs of a.parent ; and. for this we can make 
favourable allowances: but it is very unreafonable, furely, to 
expect that we fhould fhew marks of affection to every deformed; 
ugly brat, that comes in our way; and very hard that we fhould 
be abufed for want of fuch affeGtion. Such, however, is the lot 
of a Reviewer : when a performance does not meet with that 
fuccefs which the Author and his Bookfeller expected, all the 
blame is inftantly thrown on the poor Critic, who is vilified, 
abufed, and calumniated without mercy, ahd reprefented not 
only as void of tafte and judgment, but as a mere favage, utterly 
deftitute of the common principles of humanity. As we are 
con{cious, however, that we are not altogether ufelefs members 
of the republic of Letters, we fha'l endeavour to bear our af- 
fictions with Chriftian patience and fortitude. 


We were naturally led into this train of reflection, after 
labouring through the work now before us, which has afforded 
us neither entertainment nor inftiuction. The Author is a 
declared Enemy to Reason in matters of religion; and his 
principal defign through the whole of his performance, is to 
guard us againft the ule of this carnal weapon in the defence of 
Chriftianity ; at leaft, this is a fubject which he fo frequently 
touches upon, that he feems to have had it principally in view. 


‘ We muft, fays he, take the fword of the fpirit, which is the 
word of Ged, as the only weapon that can decide our Contro- 
verfy with all heretical oppofers of the truth; for the only 
method of deciding any controverfy, is to bring it to a certain 
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point, beyond which we cannot pafs ; and that point, with alf 
true believers, is the authority of the word of God, upon 
which alone we rely for eftab!ifhing the articles of our faith ; 
and therefore, in all controverfial difputes with the enemies of 
it, our duty requires that we fhould appeal to that authority by 
taking tha word of God, as it is written in his book, and offer 
it only é&.our defence, without any addition of our own rea- 
foning along with it, but leave it to the confciences of our ad- 
verfaries to make the application. 


‘ We are not to fuppofe, that the enemies of our religion 
will be filenced by this methed of our addrefs ; for this fuppo- 
fition would imply their acquiefcence in the AUTHORITY of 
the word of God, which is the point they mean to evade b 
their difcourfe, howfoever they may, by good words and fair 
{peeches, pretend to refpect it. 


‘ But if our adverfaries are not filenced, they can never gain 
any advantage over us, until we ftrive for victory, by our own 
reafonings, in which we are fure to be entangled by the poli- 
cies of the enemy, and bring advantage to his caufe by unwary 
conceffion. 


‘ This obfervation will explain the advice given by St Paut 
to Titus, iii. 10. 4 man that is an heretic, after the firft and 
fecond admonition rejeét : knowing that he that is fuch, is fubverted, 
and finneth, being condemned of himfelf. And therefore the con- 
feience of fuch a perfon is to be awakened by admonition of his 
guilt: for as a man cannot be an HERETIC, without being 
informed and inftructed in the truth, from which he wilfully 
departs, to follow an opinion contrary to it; fo there is no 
ficed of arguments to convince him of the truth, which by 
f{uppofition he is well enough acquainted with, as was the cafe 
of thofe converts of whom St. Paul was then fpeaking, who 
had learned the gofpel by his preaching among them. 


¢ And the like is the cafe of all other Heretics, in the fuc- 
ceeding ages of the church, who are taught by the written 
word of God ; and therefore if they do not acquiefce in its di- 
vine authority, when it is propofed to them as it is written, we 
have no need of arguments to enforce it by our authority, in 
reafoning any farther upon it; but @ man that ts an heretic after 
the firft and fecond admonition, given him to forbear, Speaking 
perverfe things, rejeé?: turn away from him, and refufe to hol 
any more converfation with him,’ 


This direction, we are told, is clearly confirmed by the ex- 
ample of our bleffed Lord in his confli& with the great adverf- 
ary of the truth, who acknowledged its divine Authority in 
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oly Scripture, in order to fet it at variance with itfelf, and 
thereby to fubvert it through his attempt upon our Saviour, 
who, after his baptifm, and previoufly to his entrance upon his 
prophetic office, was led up of the fpirit into the wildernes, to be 
tempted of the devil, &c. 


¢ In this method of arguing, continues our Author, after our 
Lord’s example, againft the adverfaries of our faith, the con- 
troverfy with them is quickly ended, by refting its iffue upon 
the authority of the word of Ged. For although they have 
recourfe to the word of God alfo, and quote its authority, in 
order to fubvert it, for eftablifhing their own opinions, we are 
not warranted to proceed any farther againft them ; fince by 
this method the appeal is made to his tribunal, who will, in 
due time, conviét and filence the gainfayers of his truth. 


¢ But in the mean time, we are not left without fufficient 
light to beware of falfe prophets, who make profeffion of teaching 
the word of God, which they mean to contradict ; for befides 
their departure from the plain, clear, and confiftent teftimon 
of the holy fcriptures, they give another proof of their infidelity, 
by their attempts of ye the Law of our own Reafon, 
or of Nature ; Wherefore, our Lord has told us, By their fruits 
ye fhall know them. Among thefe fruits all inventions are te be 
reckoned which have fucceflively appeared to amufe the under- 
ftandings of men; particularly thofe inventions of the latter 
days, which have been propagated to lead them aftray from the 
truth, by fubtil arts of a fpecious benevolent addrels, to give 
encouragement to make out for themfelves 4 rule of life, agree- 
able to their awn way of thinking, according to the fitnefs of 
things, or from the moral fenfe or tafte, to fall in love with 
virtue, by ideas of order and beauty, and to talk of religion 
with wit and good humour ; and fo to live by rule of fome one 
conceit or other, which terminates at length in the mode or 
fafhion of the times; by which every man may be pleafed to 
walk as he would chufe, under the fanétion of the authority of 
falfe prophets, who have done what they could to oppofe the 
truth, and, in confequence of their endeavours, have taught 
their difciples to be Free-thinkers, Moral Philofophers, Deifts, 
Atheifts, Libertines, or Rationalifts ; or to rank under any de~ 
nomination of heretics they like beft, provided they agree to 
forfeit their title of being Chriftian believers, and to preferve 
only fome outward decency towards the name, anfwerable to 
foeeps cloathing, for the fake of worldly purpofes, and on account 
of what they call prejudice in the minds of other men, who 
have learned to fear God, and to have due refpect to the religion 
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‘ If it could be done, there is no need of pointing out fe- 
verally the numberlefs treatifes which have been written with 
this defign, to make men lovers of their own felves, through the 
applauded fufficiency of their own wit and wiidom, and of courfe 
levers of pleafures, more than lovers of God; for he that has due 
regard to the authority of the holy fcriptures, by being con- 
verfant in them, will quickly difcern the tendency of all fuch 
workers as mean to oppofe them ; and thefe are eafily diftin- 
guifhed alfo, by their fruits, from other men, who, through 
want of fufpicion, or by unwary conceffions, made to the 
ufurped authority of falfe teachers, have come to take part in 
errors or opinions favourable to the purpofes and the policies 
of the old deceiver.’ 


This Author intimates that we are not fo much in danger of 
Jofing our religion, by men who openly and avowedly oppofe 
it, as by another fort of adverfaries to the truth, who, fetting 
afide the authority of the Prophets and Apoftles, undertake, by 
the ftrength of their own hands, to combat with the adverfary ; 
engaging by the force of their own reafon to make-a fure foun- 
dation, and to defend our religion erected thereupon, from all 
attacks that can be made to fhake or overturn it. 


Dr. Clarke, he tells us, has profeffedly fet afide the au. 
thority of holy Scripture, that he might fhew us the way to 
become mathematical or mechanical Chriftians, inflead of Be- 
lievers. The Doétor’s Demonftration of the being and atiributes 
of God, &c. we are farther told, is a direct and open violence 
committed on the moft facred and moft awful truth of Revela- 
tion, concerning the divine Being and his perfeétions, and is to 
be confidered as an heinous offence againft the majefty of God, 
and the moft dangerous and unpardonable infult that could be 
offered to the underftandings of men, tending to betray them 
into ftrong holds of felf-confidence in their own reafonings, to 
be feparated and fhut up from the approaches of facred truth. 


He employs about eighty pages in what he calls an examina- 
tion and refutation of the Doétor’s demenflration. — Take a {pe- 
cimen of his reafoning. — Dr. Clarke fays; SomETHING has 
exifted from all Eternity. 


Mr. Stronge fays, * By the rules of mathematical argumenta- 
tion, this propofition is to be taken asan axiom, or felf-evident 
‘truth, which may be undeniably proved to our fenfes; for 
otherwife the Atheifts, his fictitious or imaginary opponents, 
will not allow it, fince they are afluredly of the fame feé& of the 
Sadducees, who fay there is no refurrecticn, neither angel nor fpiritt— 
diftin or feparated from material or vifible forms ; and therefore 
to join iffuc, and lead them inte his demonftrations, Dr. Clarke’s 
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propofition muft be taken to imply, that this material vifible 
world, or fome vifible thing in it or about it, is eternal. If he 
denies that his Something is to be underftood of any thing 
which is vifible or material, he precludes the poffibility of argu- 
ing demonftratively, or of arguing at all by demonftration to 
convince his fuppofed Atheifts ; fo that the amufing fallacy of 
his demonftrative art lies in thé terms (fomething ) brought into 
his propofition, inftead of fome one certain or vifible thing, and 


affirmed to be eternal, by which means eternity, an effential - 


attribute, is indefinitely applied to fomething, in a blafphemous 
abufe of reafoning and of {peech. 


‘ If this propofition, that ‘* Something has exifted from all 
“¢ eternity,” is propofed to believers, they will not agree to it, 
but reject it as falfe, when taken to fignify any thing but that 
Gop has exifted in eternity, in which fenfe it will in no fort 
anfwer the purpofes of Dr. Clarke’s elaborate Mathematical 
Analyfis ; fo that his axiom will not be granted as he would 
have it, either by Atheifts or believers, which precludes his ar- 

ument from taking place either with one or the other of them ; 
and thus his ambitious ladder, having no foot or foundation to 
ftand upon, does of courfe fall to the ground. 


¢ As we know the truth by other means than from our own 
reafonings concerning it, we are now able to point out where 
they mutt fail in conducting us to it. 


‘ The vifible or material world, containing all things of 
whofe exiftence we have knowledge by our fenfes, is that great 
objet upon which our thoughts muft be employed, if we were 
to fearch for difcovering the First Cause, without any in- 
formation of revealed truth. Hence we may obferve the infu- 
perable difficulty that would lie in our way towards this difcovery ; 
for before we could attain to the knowledge of the CREATOR, 
we muft be able to prove, that none of the objects of our fenfes 
could have exifted from all eternity : fo that Dr. Clarke, inftead 
of taking the affirmative propofition as granted to him, that 
Something has exifted from all eternity, if-he will abide by pure 
reafoning, he muft change it into a negative propofition, and 
prove it, that Something (which may include indefinitely any 
and every object of our fenfes) has not exifted from all eternity. 


‘ Further, the knowledge we have by our fenfes of the ex- 
iftence of material or vifible objets is moft clear and certain ; 
and if no revelation had ever reached our minds concerning the 
First Cause, it would be natural and neceflary for mankind 
to fearch after it among thofe beings which are the objects of 
our fenfes, and fo to conceive of it, as refiding in or among the 
elementary or heavenly bodies, of whofe exiftence we have full 
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and clear conviction. And hence another infuperable difficulty 
will arife to him who would find out, or, as it is faid, demon- 
{trate the Being of Gop by his own reafonings ; for in regard 
to him of whom he would defire to have the moft certain know- 
ledge, he muft not feek for him’among thofe things which he 
mott evidently knows do exift; but he muft contradict this evi- 
dence, as unht to lead him to the true God: fo that another 
negative propofition lies in his way to prove, that Gop cannot 
be the object of his fenfes. 


¢ How unable mankind have been of themfelves, to renounce 
or give up this evidence of their fenfes in fearch after the true 
Gop, appears from the reprefentations made of their deities or 
falfe gods, in the univerfal attachment of the heathen world ta 
idolatrous, that is, to vifible objects of worfhip. 


¢ But the greateft of all difficulties does yet remain to be got 
over ; for it appears by the clear difcovery of Divine Revelation, 
that there is no proportion or fimilitude between the objects of 
our fenfes, the things which are feen, and the things which are 
not feen: fo that if we attempt to reafon from the knowledge 
of earthly things, to arrive at the knowledge of heavenly things, 
we have no foundation of proportion or analogy to conduct us 
from earth to heaven; that. is, we are of ourfelves utterly de- 
{titute of any principle or foundation, on which we may rely to 
guide us, either to the knowledge of the true Gop, or of his 
will concerning our obedience to him. And as mankind, with- 
out the light of revelation, muft argue by ANALOGY, that is, 
by Reason, from hence they will moft certainly argue amifs 
with regard to divine things, and their conclufions about them 
will be falfe and erroneous.’ 


In this manner our author proceeds in his Examination of 
Dr. Clarke’s Demonftration, charging the Doétor, every now 
and then, with difingenuity, impiety, blafphemy, and forgeries 
of infernal crafiinefs. — A confiderable part of his performance 
is taken up with what he calls, an Examination and Difcuffion 
of the Law of Nature. And here he tells us, that there are but 
two principles from whence all reafoning‘in regard to our reli- 
gious and moral conduct proceeds; the one derived to us by 
our corrupted nature, recommending the knowledge of good 
and evil by our fenfes as a principle of life, to feek for our hap- 
pinefs in this world, among the comforts and pleafures of it. 
But as this principle, which was introduced by difobedience to 
God, he fays, tendeth unto death, all arguments derived from 
it are falfe, when they are offered as rules of life, arifing from 
a religious confideration of our duty to God; and therefore all 
human Authority in religion is falfe or ufurped Authority, a 
caufe 
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caufe it refts folely on that principle when it is exercifed inde- 
pendently of the word of God, which is the other and the only 
true principle of life. When our reafoning is not deduced from 
this principle, we are farther told, no duty or obligation can 
arife from jt, but what refults from a falfe or ufurped peer A 
that is, all arguments tending to obligation, which reft finally 
upon the word of man, or upon the word of any creature, as 
the principle of their evidence or fupport, are falfe, as by fup- 
pofition they are not upheld by the word of God, that is, by 


truth. 


Our Author introduces the laft SeGion of his Book in the 
following manner, — * We have feen, by due attention given 
to the providential hiftory of mankind, delivered to us in the 
facred writings, from what caufe our mifery, in this uncertain 
troubled ftate, has originally proceeded ; that it was occafioned 
by the entrance of fin and death into the world, through the 
difobedience of the firft man, who was feduced by the tempta- 
tion and policies of the devil ; and that this original corruption 
is propagated through the whole race of mankind, who are 
born in fin, under the influence of the evil principle of action 
which he introduced, and are naturally difpofed to be led and 


governed by it, in purfuit of happinefs by the gratifications of © 


their appetites and paffions in this prefent life. 


‘ The great obje& of the providential government of man- 
kind, in manifefting the mercy of God, to recover them from 
the mifery of their fallen ftate, is to deftroy the works of the 
devil, and to refcue the fouls of men from the power of his 
policy and delufion; that is, to abolifh that evil principle of 
action to which they became fubject through the addrefs of the 
evil {pirit, when he prevailed by his temptation to cut off the 
communications of divine knowledge and affiftance from our 
firft parents, who fell from their ftate of innocence, and hap- 
pinefs, and liberty, by difobeying the word of God, and Jiften- 
ing to the word of the deceiver; and fo were betrayed into the 
Corrupt principle of life, the KNOWLEDGE of Goop and EVIL 
by their fenfes, to take that knowledge, acquired by their own, 
experience, to reafon upon it inftead of the worD of Gon, 
and make it the ruling principle of their lives.’ 


We thought it unneceffary to enter into a particular account 
of what is contained in this Author’s performance, and are pef- 
fuaded that the generality of our Readers will think what we 
have {aid of it abundantly fufficient. R 
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A Differtation on the Inutility of the Amputation of Limbs. Written 
in Latin, by Mr. Bilguer, Surgeon-General to the Armies 
of the King of Pruffia. Augmented with the Notes of Mr, 
Tiffot, at Laufanne. Now fift tranflated into Englith by a 
Surgeon. 8vo. 2s. Becket & De Hondt, &c. 


i T is a prefumption confiderably in favour of this excellent 
Treatife, that a phyfician of Dr. Titlot’s abilities and prac- 

tice, has been at the pains to tranflate it himfelf into French, 
and to add a few very proper notes and a preface to it: and 
the Dr. doing this honour to M. Bilguer, muft imprefs the 
world with a ftill ftronger idea of that great humanity, which 
mutt have been his only motive for it; and of which he has 
given fo many other proofs in his late Adutce to the People, with 
refpett to their Health, This amiable aflociation of one ve 
eminent mafter in the art of internal, and another in that of 
external, healing, gives us a pleafing idea of a benign conftel- 
lation emitting its influence in favour of the brave, the def- 
perately wounded in war, and the many miferable decumbents 
in hofpitals, who have much too often, and with too much 
precipitation and temerity, been fubjected to an unneceflary, and 

frequently mortal, Amputation of their wounded or morbid 
limbs. M. Bilguer informs us, at the beginning of this differ-' 
tation, which was intended as an inaugural thefis, that he chofe 
this fubject of it as one, that may improve the art of furgery, 
and wipe away the old afperfion at Rome againft Archagates 
[ Archagathus] and fo often repeated fince, ¢ that Surgeons are 
Executioners, who cut and burn without mercy.’—And that it 
has had this defirable effect within the boundaries of his own 
influence, is evident, from his faying, at the conclufion of it 
— * That he hopes all thofe, who judged unfavourably of the 
Surgeons of the Pruffian Hofpitals, on hearing they NEVER em- 
ployed Amputation, will lay afide fuch Prejudices on this Ac- 
count, and may even derive Benefit from their Example.’ 


- This compendious and valuable work is digefted into forty- 
one {mall fections. From the feventh to the eighteenth inclu- 
five, the Author’s method of treating morttfications, not pro- 
ceeding from external violence, is clearly difplayed ; and in 
which he lops off only whatever is abfolutely mortified, without 
cutting to the quick, in order to avoid the pain and other ac- 
cidents, fupervening on fuch incifions, which may accelerate 
death. der this head, at p. 10, 11, the Reader will find five 
very pertugent and interefting queries, propofed by Dr. Tiffot, 
on occafion of two fatal Amputations, as related by ferjeant 
Ranby. . The nineteeth feétion confiders mortifications from an 
external caufe, in which the neceflity of Amputation is a 
te 
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ted, in cafe of the abfolute rottennefs of the bone, but which 
our Author fuppofes to happen ofteneft, when the patient has 
been improperly treated ; but in fuch circumftance he calls it a 
remedy, though doubtful ; and which, to prove a real one, re- 
quires competent ftrength in the patient, on the failure of which 
he fpecifies the proper treatment of fuch mortifications, by in- 
ternal medicines and proper diet and dreffings ; when, if ftrength 
fupervenes, he advifes a feparation of the foft mortified parts, 
after which it will be eafy to faw off the little ftump of dead 


bone. 


From § 20 to 23 inclufive, he gives his fentiments of Am- 
putating after fhatrered limbs and fractured bones, in which he 
very generally condemns it, giving his own preferable method 
of treating them chirurgically, and with what internal remedies, 
From § 24 to 28, inclufive, he treats of gun-fhot wounds; 
p- 59, 60, affording us a moft convincing calculation of his 
curing fuch without Amputation. A Note, p. 62, taken from 
the Memoirs of the Academy of Surgery, acknowledges, 
that two patients die out of three amputated, after the bone has 
been fhattered near the articulation ; whereas not one died out 
of one hundred and fixty-five, who had the bones fhattered, 
but on whom amputation was not performed. 


The remaining fections to the laft, confider the practice of 
amputating for a great contufion of the foft parts, with fhatter- 
ed bones; for wounds of the larger veflels, for an incurable 
cancer, or in cafe of a part being attacked with acancer. And 
on this occafion it is obferved in a Note, that, * when the can- 
cer is evidently the confequence of an external accident, ne- 
glected or injudicioufly treated, Amputation, performed in time, 
may effect a cure ; but when the difeafe has come on gradually, 
without being able to affign any external caufe for it, it has 
been almoft conftantly obferved, that although it has been per- 
formed in time, it accelerates the patient’s death.’ This Note 
recommends the farther ufe of hemlock in fuch cafes. 


From p. 83 to go, eleven cafes are diftin&ly given, in which 
different limbs were violently fhattered and fractured by fhot, 
and were all cured without Amputation; M. Bilguer afferting, 
p- 91, ‘that while he was writing this Thefis, there were a 
great many patients in the hofpitals at Torgau, whofe bones 
were fo broken and fhattered, that hitherto furgeons would not 
have conceived it was poffible to cure them without Amputation, 
but who were ALL, neverthelefs, in the way of recovery.” Out 
of the cafes exprefly related here, we fhall give two from M. 
Bilguer, and one which occurs in a Note of Dr. Tiflot’s. 


M, de Safs received, at the battle of Czeflau, a mufket thot 
in 
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in the leg, which fhivered the two bones into feveral fragments, 
of which fome, of four or five inches in length, were extracted. 
The furgeons thought Amputation neceflary, and prefled him 
to fubmit to it; he refufed however and recovered; and al- 
though the limb is bent outwards, he can walk, and go about 
his bufinefs with eafe. 





A Prince (whofe name is not mentioned) received a mufket- 
fhot at the battle of Kunnerfdorf, which paffed through his 
foot, at the articulation of the tarfus and metatarfus, in tuch a 
manner, that all the metatarfal bones, except one, were fhat- 
tered: proper incifions, and the other remedies already menti- 
oned, effeéted his cure, and reftored him to the nation and the 
army to their great joy ; although the wound was of that kind 
for which furgeons were accuftomed to amputate not above 
fifty years ago. The learned Annotator obferves here, that 
fifty years is a compliment, which M. Bilguer pays Surgeons of 
@ more modern date, 





- 


Dr. Tiffot fays, p. 89, * I have feen a captain in the French 
fervice, who received a mufket-fhot, with the muzzle of the 
‘piece clofe to the part; the ball fhattered the humeral bone 
near it’s head, clofe to the articulation; had the wound been 
fomewhat lower, that is lefs dangerous, his arm would have 
been taken off, the impoffibility, or the difficulty of the opera- 
tion, Lega it: he fuffered all the inconveniences that a 
wound can occafion ; for a confiderable time feveral fplinters 
were extracted ; at length, at the end of five months, he was 
cured. This cafe appears to me of confequence, becaufe here 
we fee a very bad wound of that kind, for which Amputation 
is performed every day, and the danger aggravated by the na- 
ture of the part where it is inflicted, where they do not am- 
putate, becaufe it cannot be done, yet it was cured. If this 
officer had been fo fortunate as to be wounded a few inches 
lower, he would have had the misfortune of having his arm 
taken off.” We have heard however of the humeral bone’s be- 
ing taken off at the very articulation, by incifions, and fepa- 
rating the whole joint. 


But to conclude, we cannot avoid very ftrongly recom- 
mending this valuable Treatife to the ferious attention of all 
Surgeons, and of as many as are defigned for the future prac- 
tice of that ufeful profeffion ; as we are extremely apprehenfive 
the natural temerity and unfeelingnefs of fome, the lazinefs of 
others, throughout the procefs of .a tedious but preferving 
cure; and the credit and importance which fome may vainly 
affume from performing an unfatal Amputation, have occafion- 
¢d too many piibealizey ones. among ourfelves. It muft. be 
#1 admitted 
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admitted indeed, that the numbers of mutilated perfons of dif- 
ferent ranks, in the ftreets of this metropolis, are fo many 
proofs of recoveries after the operation; but we ought to re- 
fieét, that an equal number (perhaps at leaft) of thofe who are 
buried foon after amputation, are forgot. It is not with a little 
fatisfa&tion therefore, that we confider our former zeal to re- 
commend and enforce this moft humane and neceflary caution 
in all fuch cafes of furgery, as have hitherto been too thought- 
lefsly deemed the fubjeéts of mutilation ; which it feems to us 
to be the abfolute duty of the operators to repent of, and to 
reform, from refle&ting, that more lenity, {kill, and patience, 
are requifite to the prefervation of one defperately injured limb, 
than to the Amputation of many: and furely a greater benefit 
is conferred in the former, which fhould juftly intitle the pre- 
ferver, whenever it is not inconvenient, to a greater munifi- 
cence. Todemonftrate that on this point we have been always 


confiftent, we refer our medical and chirurgical Readers to 
Review, Vol. XXV, p. 10, 41, and Vol. XXVII, p. 100, 


1935 194, 228 to 230. K 





An'Effay on the Ufe and Effeéts of the Root of the Colchicum Autum- 
nale, or Meadow Saffron. Shewing that it is a powerful Remedy, 
and fometimes cures the moft obftinate Diftempers, when other 
Medicines utterly fail. With a Figure of the Plant; and an 
Appendix concerning the Cicuta or Hemlock. By Anthony Storck, 
M. D. &c. &e. 8vo. 1s. Becket & De Hondt. 


E find this humane and very affiduous Phyfician engaged 

here, in farther perils of poifoning himfelf, for the 

chance of curing or relieving the fick, more effeCtually we muf 
fuppofe, than any former fimples or compofitions had done : 
fince this hazardous inveftigation of mere new ones, implies an 
infufficience of all that had been hitherto experienced., The 
Root of the Meadow Saffron, which has been ranked by all 
phyfical writers amongft the ftrongeft poifons, is the object of 
his lateft refearches. Wise applying the Root bruifed, when 
full of fap, to the tip of his tongue for two minutes, it became, 
as his Tranflator not unaptly exprefles it, firft unwieldy, then 
rigid, and at Jaft benumbed, continuing for fix hours almoft 
void of all fenfation. Dr. S$. applyed no remedy to it; but the 
Saliva flowing copioufly, the free exercife of the part returned ; 


and its fenfation at laft (we are not told how long after) re- | 


turned alfo. From an infufion of three grains of it in Auftrian 
wine, he found no inconvenience, except a heat in the urinary 
paflages 
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paflages a few minutes after, which terminated in a large dif- 
charge of paler urine than ufual. He bit the Root, after fteep- 
ing it in ftrong vinegar feveral hours ; and rubbed it againtt his 
tongue and the roof of his mouth, which affected him onl 
with a flight fenfation of heat and conftri@ion. But upon tak- 
ing almoft half a grain in fubftance, after dinner, feveral vio-. 
lent fyraptoms (particularly a difficulty of urine) fucceeded, and 
confined Dr. S. feverely for three days, he not fully recovering 
until the fourth. 


Two drachms of the Root being given to a middle-fized dog, 
he expired in lefs than twenty-four hours in great mifery and 
violent convulfions, notwithftanding he had vomited up the 
fixteen morfels into which it was divided, an hour and a half 
after taking it. Inthe fpace of 13 hours he vomited fifty-fix 
times, and evacuated forty times by ftool and urine. His fto- 
mach was found gangrened in feveral parts, and every where 
inflamed : there was fuch a violent contraction of all the guts, 
as would fcarcely admit of a {mall probe ; and their membranes 
[that is fuch.of them as were not gangrened] were fo: hard; 
and nearlw@allous, that it was difficult to cut them with {ciffars. 
Neverthelefs, our Author’s confidence in the correcting power 
of acids, induced him to make a vinegar of it, by infufing one 
ounce fliced in a pint, for forty-eight hours. This vinegar he 
afterwards further mitigated into an oxymel, by the addition of 
two pounds of honey: and finding no bad effet. from tafting, 
nor even from {wallowing a little of it, he took one drachm- 
weight of it in'a cup of tea; whence in two hours, on a very 
fudden and prefling call, ke difcharged a large quantity of pale, 
and almoft inodorous urine; but then eat, and refted well at 
night. He repeated the fame quantity on feven different days 
(making but two intervals, of one day each) experiencing juft 
the fame effects, and on the eighth, found himfelf in very good 
health. This,difpofed him to think it might be ufeful in drop- 
fies. 


Of courfe, the firft cafe in which Dr. S. gave it was hydropi- 
cal. The patient had been greatly relieved by rhubarb, and 
other medicines : but his legs ftil! continuing oedematous, the 
Dr. gave him, in the fpace of five days, twelve drachms of the 
oxymel ; giving but two at twice the firft day, three on the 
third, as many on the fourth, and four on the fifth, but never 
exceeding one drachm at once. At the end of nine days all 
his fwellings difappeared ; he was purged with a drachm of 
rhubarb, and was cured: fo that in this cafe this oxymel was 
not quite folely relied on. 


The fecond Patient, an old woman, afflitted feveral months 
with 
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with a violent cough, and an expectoration of green feetid Pus, 
with her face violently puffed up ; after taking many other me- 
dicines to no purpofe, took about thirty drachms of this oxy- 
mel in nine or ten days, which difperfed all her fwellings, but 
did not allay her nightly fever. It does not certainly appear 
how long this medicine was continued, but fhe died in the fifth 
week, and we are told, her cure had never been expected. 
Such defperate cafes, however, feem the moft proper for ha- 
garding medicines o& this clafs and character. The third cafe 
was jut fuch another in fuch a fubject : the is faid to have been 
greatly relieved the fecond day after taking this oxymel of 
Colchicum ; all her fwellings decreafed on the third ; her pulfe, 
and even her appetite, was improved ; but fhe died on the fif- 
teenth, and the Dr. affirms her diftemper.was abated, and her 
life lengthened [tho’ furely very little] by the Meadow Saffron. 
This is what, he fays, the phyfician muft be fatisfied with, 
when the force of the diftemper is fuperior to their art and me- 
dicines : and this is certain to be the cafe at laft, in fpight of 
the higheft remedies and rankeft poifons. It fhould feem how- 
ever to be Dr. Storck’s opinion here, that this woman died only 
for want of living long enough to be cured by the Colchicum ; 
efpecially as we find in the next hiftory, a woman of fixty-two 


years, cured of an Afcites and Anafarca, of four months ftand.. 


ing, with a great difficulty of breathing, and a violent cough. 
The whole quantity of this oxymel. which fhe took, is not 
clearly afcertained ; but on the fourth.day fhe took eight 
drachms, in four dofes, which are affirmed to have conquered 
her diftemper. | The fifth hydropical Patient feems to have been 
cured in lefs than five weeks ; as all his fwellings are faid to 
be difpelled, and his appetite and fleep to have returned. The 
quantity given is uncertain; but on the fifth day he took two 
drachms four times, and.is then faid to have difcharged daily 
more than twelve pints of urine. The fixth Patient. was 
phthifical, and had alfo a dropfy ; this laft difeafe was cured, 
tho’ it feems to very little purpofe, as fhe died in two months, 
to which term he fuppofes the oxymel to have prolonged her 
life. The right lobe of the lungs was converted, we are told, 
into Pus, and many black {pots were difcovered upon the Me- 
diaftinum. 


A man of 50 yeafs old had taken many medicines for an 
Afcites, a dropfy of the belly, to no purpofe. Four drachms 
of this oxymel in a day had fcarce any effect ; but eight made 
him difcharge fo much urine, that in eleven days no {ymptoms 
of the dropfy remained. A woman of thirty years was cured 
of a dropfy, which arofe on the cure of a tertian ague, of fix 


Months ftanding, and in two weeks, when fhe was difcharged: 


well 
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well from the hofpital, where no other medicine had relieved 
her. The ninth cafe was a very fevere complication of a 
jaundice and dropfy, attended with large cifcharges of. blood 
from the mouth and the fundament. We are told, the Meadow 
Saffron performed wonders in this cafe, the fubje& of which 
was fent as incurable to the Pazmarian hofpital at Vienna: It 
is clear, however, fhe was not fully cured, tho’ Dr. S. terms 
it acure, at the end of the cafe; as, after mentioning the re- 
turn of her appetite and ftrength, he immediately adds—Thefe 
circumftances made us hope, that fhe would, in time, attain to 
perfect health. ‘The tenth cafe is a very uncommon one, being 
a {welling of the belly, hi and legs, which were as hard as 
wood, and prevented the Patient from either fitting, ftanding, 
or bending her body. By the ufe of this oxymel, fhe difeharged 
fo vaft a quantity of urine, that in a fortnight her body was re- 
duced to its natural fize and foftnefs. She is now out of bed, 
moves her feet, and walks; but the cure was incompleat at 
the publication of the original Latin ‘Treatife. 


This Medicine failed to remove a ftrangury, occafioned by 
injecting a preparation of lead [its falc probably] to ftop a ve- 
nereal running. But, contrary to its failure in fome of the 
former cafes, it abated the Patient’s cough, and removed his 
difficulty of breathing. This fact, or event, may be credited, 
on our Author’s veracity, without our being certain, that this 
oxymel occafioned it. The 12th cafe is an incompleat cure of 
a cough, but an entire removal of a great and general oedema- 
tous {welling, the Patient gaining {trength when the original 
was publifhed. ‘The thirteenth and laft cafe, feems to have 
been an extraordinary cure of a woman, at the age of go, who 
was brought in a kind of infenfible apopleétic ftate to the hof- 
pital, with a rattling in her throat, a weak: intermitting pulfe, 
and a great noife when fhe coughed, as though it was occa 
fioned by fome moveable maiter in her breaft. Her whole body 
was monftrouily fwelled; and her belly, being quite full of 
water, was very protuberant and tenfe. She recovered entirely 
in three weeks; all her fwellings fubfided; her ftrength.was 
pretty well recovered ; her cough was quite gone, and: fhe eat 
and flept well. All this was effected folely by this oxymel ; 
and baron Van Swieten is mentioned asa witnefs of this moft 
extraordinary cure. | 


The conclufion of this little tra&t affirms, that feveral hydropi¢ 
patients, now in the hofpital, all experience the good effeéts 
of this remedy ; and fome of them are already almoft cured by 
it. It draws a few corollaries from the feveral cafes, and more 
particularly afcertains the dofe and manner of giving it; Dr. §. 
averrings 
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averring, that he never knew any difadvantage enfue from 
the exhibition of it ; and engaging, that he will certainly de-~ 
clare it, whenever any does: There is a juft and pretty good 
engraving of this Plant and it’s Root prefixed to the title-page 5 
and an exact botanical defcription of it occurs p. 5, of this tran~ 
flation. As it is probably a native here, as well as in Ger- 
many, we have been the more particular in relating its effects, 
which may poflibly difpofe curious praétitioners to repeat fome 
trials of it, in defperate hydropic cafes, where the moft potent, 
tho’ fafe, hydragogues have failed. ‘This will be eflayed ona 
much more benign principle, than what inftigates the vindictive 
Juno to fay—Fieétere fi nequeo fuperos, acheronta moveto. 


The Appendix. very briefly relates feveral cafés, lately occur- 
ing in Dr. S’s private practice, which have been cured by his 
extract of Hemlock, citing many accounts to the fame effect 
from his correfpondents ;. and alfo informs us, that an account 
of the cures performed by it in their hofpital will foon be pub« 
lifhed. It adds, that many experiments, made by different 
phyficians, do now confirm what he had faid in his former eflay 
on the virtues of the Thorn-apple, Henbane, and Wolfsbane, 
the laft of which, he fays, merits the greateft comiméndation. 
And indeed we heartily with, that fome benevolent practitioners 
would take the’ pains, for the expence is trifling, to try the'ex- 
traéts of thefe plants, and of the Wolfsbane particularly ; as 
poffibly fome of them might fucceed more generally with us 
than the Hemlock has hitherto done. It is inconteftable how- 
ever, that many eminent pbyficians on the continent,.and par- 
ticularly the learned Dr. Tiffot, have fince given.avery favoure 
able opinion of the Cicuta, in f{cirrhous and, cancerous cafes. 

K. 
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A Differtation on the Oleum Palme Chritti, five Oleum Ricini, 
commonly called the Caftar Oil; in which its Hiftory is illuftrated, 
sts Properties and Virtues explained,’ and its Ufes in biliouts caleus 
lous, and other Diforders, recommended. By Petér Canvane, 
M. D. (of Bath) and Member of the College of Phyficians 
inLondon. 8vo. rs. 6d. Vaillant, &c. 


A Juft, and not inelegant engraving of this curious plant, 
which may be feen in moft good collections of Exotics, 
is prefixed to the title-page of this performance, ard renders 
that botanical defcription it commences with, lefs neceflary 
Dr. Canvane obferves, that the feeds, which have ‘Been called 

‘cinus, from their ftrong refemblance to a full-fwoln Tick 
were ufed inftead of the Grana Knidia by Hippocrates ; and 
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that they are fo very acrimonious in fubftance, as to vomit and 
purge violently in the quantity of two grains; by which it is 
probable, he rather means the number of two berries, than two 
grains in weight, berries or round feeds being frequently termed 
Grana in Medicine; fince he informs us, page 7, * the Ne- 
groes in the Weft-Indies take two or three of thefe feeds every 
morning for ten or twelve days; after which they take two 
dofes of caftor oil; by which practice they cure themfelves of 
inveterate Gonoirhoeas and other venereal complaints.’ If the 
berries are ftript of their outward film or membrane, and of a 
very fmall one in their center, it is fuppofed to leffen their vo- 


miting and purging operation one full half. 


The manner of expreffing this oil is next dire€&ted ; in which 
there is nothing particular; and then the dofe is afcertained, 
from two to four {poonfuls for a full-grown perfon: and our 
Author affures us, he found it preferable to all other purges, 
x. inthe dry belly-ach; 2. in moft fevers, where there is an 
indication. for keeping the body open; 3. in all bilious com- 
plaints; 4 inthe thrufh; 5. inthe Tetanus, which is a very 
ftrong, rigid, and chronical kind of fpaffM; 6. in the Go- 
northoea, Fluor albus, and fome other complaints: having af- 
firmed, page 11, that it is an excellent and wonderful Vermi- 
fuge, given either in fmall draughts, or by way of embroca- 
tion; the very fmell of it, he fays, purging fome delicate 
children. 


Dr. Canvane appropriates a different chapter to each of thefe 
‘heads. In'that on the dry belly-ach, he delivers his general 
method of treating the difeafe, and exhibiting this oil in it: and 
in a Hate, page 23, he feems juftly to confider the drinking of 
new hot rum immoderately, and very /frong punch made with 
frefh and unripe lime-juice, as much more conducing to the dry 
belly-ach, than punch from old rum mixed with the juice of 
frefh limes or lemons. In his chapter on Fevers, he affirms, it 
will not anfwer in low nervous ones, even by way of glyfter; 
and, as he fuppofes, by reafon of its cooling quality: but he 
fubjoins, that in ardent and inflammatory fevers and complaints, 
he has often feen it fucceed, when nitrous medicines, and 
James’s powders, have failed. He affirms, the bilious fever of 
the Weft-Indies, which he calls the worft of all fevers, to have 
been cured by it, after premifing a vomit. He alfo judges it 
equally adapted to a particular clafs of fevers mentioned by 
Heifler, [Heifter we fuppofe] to which he gives no particular 
appellation; but when he tells us, Hippocrates calls them tr#- 
toephyas; which he tranflates into terrificas, that is, terrifying 5 
the Doctor feems to have plunged out of his depth in Greek ; 


as by the adjective to/lasOves Hippocrates means fuch feverss 
as 
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as, without being clearly intermittent, but remittent only, ob- 
ferved fomething of the type of Tertians in their exacerbations, 
which, indeed, are not feldom violent and dangerous. His dif- 
quifition on bilious fevers, notwithftanding his refidence in the 
Weft-Indies, feems chiefly to confift of what he may have read 
in Boerhaave, Mead, Town, and other eminent Phyficians ; 
but which are not always digefted and methodized as happily as 
we could wifh: and when Dr. Canvane fuppofes his Caftor-oil 
equally good for difeafes from a vifcid inert bile, and for one that 
is too thin and acrimonious, we think this favours more of a 
{trong partiality to a favourite medicine, than of a judicious 
diftin@tion in the ufe of it. This furprized us the more, from 
his having formerly diftinguifhed, that it was improper in cold 
phlegmatic conftitutions, in which it fometimes occafions grip- 
ings and fpafms. But, indeed, too many inftances might be 
produced of fuperior Writers’ exceffive attachments to a parti- 
cular remedy; fuch as the excellent Bifhop Berkley’s predica- 
tion of tar-water for all difeafes and conftitutions, however dif- 
ferent er oppofite ; which in the end, perhaps, has not a little 
conduced to the difufe of it in thofe, for which, and for whom, 
it is well adapted. A frequently re-iterated experience, join- 
ed to a diftinguifhing attention, is neceflary to eftablifh the real 
character of any medicine, with a due and falutary precifion ; 
fo that we may juftly apply the caution of Horace, with refpect 
to penetrating into the characters of men, before we venture to 
commend them very highly, to the imitation of fome idolizers 
of particular fimples, or compofitions : 


Qualem commendas, etiam atque etiam adfplce, ne mox 
Incutiant aliena tibi peccata pudorem. 


When Dr. Canvane gives an extraordinary character of his 
Caftor-oil, preferring it, asakind of diflolving purge, to Man- 
na and other Eccoprotics, in all nephritic complaints, all bili- 
ous and calculous concretions, he certainly forgets what hig 
much quoted Sydenham fays very particularly of Manna, in hig 
own nephritic cafe, attended with bloody urine; for which we 
chufe to refer him to Dr. Swan’s valuable tranflation of Syden- 
ham, from page 587 to 589. 


In our Author’s chapter on the chronical Aphthe of the 
Weft-Indies, after a vomit; he exhibits his Caftor-oil.as the 
principal remedy ; but adds, from a Phyfician in Ireland, a to- 
pical application of Honey of rofes, borax, and fpirit of vitriol, 
which is certainly a very ufeful and deterfive one, even without 
the fpirit of vitriol. The vifa verfa, [which can fcarcely be a 
typographical error] for wice verfa, in this feGtion, fhews the 
Door a little out of luck in Latin as well as Greek, eeLocus for 
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Lotus, page 64, and domitat for dormitat, page 65, may be a- 
mong the abounding typographical £rrata of this {mall tra@, 


The chapter on the Tetanus, or inveterate fpafmodic Rigi- 
dity of the whole Body, advifes the fomentation for rather em- 
brocation] of the ftomach, jaws, neck, and fpine’ with warm 
caftor-oil, and the taking it inwardlytoo; and then direéts the 
giving mufk and opium boldly, to the quantity of twelve grains 
of the latter in twenty-four hours, throwing up at the fame 
time a daily glyfter of this oil, to prevent the coftivenefs that 
opiates occafion. But after ingenuoufly confefiing, that all me- 
thods oppofed to this moft terrible diftemper, oftener failed than 
fucceeded, Dr. Canvane relates, in a letter from Colonel Mar- 
tinof Antigua, the very remarkable cure of a violent cramp in 
his wife, by tar-water given in the night, merely for want of 
any other medicine being at hand; the cramp happening after- 
wards every night, when fhe omitted taking-a glafs of tar-wa-' 
ter at bed-time ; and being always certainly removed by it. It 
fucceeded again too in the perfect cure of a woman, forty years 
old, of a ¢ramp that had afflicted her for’ feveral years, by en-' 
. tering on a courfe of half a pintof it warm, morning and even- 
ing, [but for how many, is not mentioned] fo that for five years 
fhe never had a fit of it. 


In calculous Complaints, our Author has flill a more extraor- 
dinary opinion of this oil, having taken it long himfelf asa ne- 
phritic, with great fuccefs; affirming, that fince he has ufed it. 
(commonly taking a dofe once in two months) without any other 
phyfic, he finds himfelf entirely freed from the ftone. 


The laft chapter, onthe Fluor albus, Gonorrhoea, &c. has 
little more particular than recommending this oil in both; and 
makes a whimfical digreffion into the ftate and practice of phyfic 
in the court of Montezuma,’ which he takes upon the credit of 
Antonio de Solis, It is upon’ that‘of our Author, that we cite’ 
the following affertion concetning this oil, verbatim from page 
°2, ‘Iwill venture to affirm, that there is not in the whole 

ateria Medica, a medicine like this Oleum Ricini; which, at 
the fame'time, poflefles in fo eminent adegree, thefe three qua~ 
lities of cooling, purging, and correéting the acrimony of the 
bile.’ | : 


Now if it really poffeffes thefe qualities, in fuch an unpa- 
ralelled degree, we heartily with it may become an Officinal Me- 
dicine; and fo much has been faid about it by this Gentleman, 
Mr. Frazer, and a few others, that we think it ought to be 
faitly tryed, whether it fhall or not. We fhall add nothing to 
the few ftrictures on, and fpecimens already taken from, this fmall 
piece, to~give an idea of this Gentleman’s medical abilities, 

which 
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which may be unqueftionable; and he may probably defign 
much good to his fpecies and to himfelf, by hanging out this 
fign of the Palma Chrifti, His fubjecét declares him a Traveller, 
and a few inaccuracies have fuggefted to us, that his education, 
or himfelf, may have been fomewhat exotic; which difpofes 
us to hint thefe efcapes en paffant, rather than to f{pecify them ; 
fince, upon this fuppofition, and if this performance is his firft 
eflay, as a medical Writer, we think time and experience may 
probably ripen him into a more correct and more ufeful one. 


K. 





A feort Account of the Difeafe 4 the Stone in the buman Body. 
Alfo of the Method of Cure. By ge Boefnier de la Touche, 
of Little Chelfea. 4to. 1s. 6d. 


aillant. 


HIS Writer, who aflumes no kind of medical appella- 

tion, has taken confiderable pains to inform himfelf a 

little, from a variety of ancient arid modern Authors, on the 

terrible difeafe he treats of. The Diagnoftics of it are taken 

from Riverius, and the defcription of the urinary organs, from 

fome anatomical Writer, whois not mentioned. What may be 

more properly, perhaps, called his own, feems to be his notion, 

that the Seed of the Stone, as he terms it, is inherent in every 

man ; peculiar chiefly to the human fpecies ; and but rarely hap- 

pening to other animals. This will make it furprizing, that fo 

moderate a proportion of mankind are afflifted with the Stone. 

Another notion, which may be his own, is, that the feed of 

the Stone is a very tranfparent water, before it becomes petri- 

fied: as he fuppofes the fandy particles, which many void by 
urine at different times, without being affected either with Stone 
or Gravel, not to have the leaft relation to thefe difeafes. Some 
of the thirty-five pages this pamphlet confifts of, are replenifhed 
with extracts from the Philofophical Tranfactions, and otfier 
books, that record the extraction of very confiderable Stones 
from the dead bodies of men and brutes; and, upon the whole, 
all the preceding parts of this performance are very tolerably 
connected: but when he comes to the material. point, the me- 
thod of cure, we find that to be, as we prefaged, of no uncom- 
monly interefting nature; this long-named perfon having dif- 
covered a very new, fafe, and, we may becertain, avery /ecret 
Diffolvent of the Stone, which he engages to be as harm- 
lefs as effectual. He admits the lime-water, indeed, to bea 
good medicine, but affirms it to be far fhort of curing; nor 
does he once mention foap; though we have feen many very 
authentic atteftations of the diflolution of the human Calculus 
Aa 3 by 
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by fuch medicines: and it is great odds, if his prefent Noftru 
fuppofing it really a Lithontriptic, is not compounded of the 
fame principles. Thefe, however, we know, were not feldom 
attended with a very irritating, and even painful operation; 
and how could it be otherwife! For fuppofing the diffolving 
medicine, or menftruum, to aé& fo entirely upon the Stone, as 
not to affect the membranes immediately of itfelf; yet, as it 
reduces the Stone into the flakes and grits, in which it has fome- 
times been voided, fuch rough, edged, or pointed hard fub- 
ftances, muft unavoidably ftimulate and pain the tender, ftrait 
paflages through which they are to be difcharged, more or lefs, 
But when he affures us, this Solvent brings away the Stone 
without the /eaf pain, and even ftrengthens and comforts all 
the organs which fecrete, and the canals which excrete the 
urine, we acknowlege he furpafles our conception, and exhaufts 
our utmoft faith. 


Were it not much more defirable, that our Author had ex- 
ercifed his penetration to difcharge this Seed of the Stone, while 
in its fluid, tranfparent, un/fony ftate, as he terms it; when it 
might be evacuated as indolently as the urine itfelf? But it 
is more natural to fuppofe, his curming has been employed to 
difguife fome folvent already difcovered, which is eafier done, 
than to devife a more effe€&tual and wholly unpainful one. Of 
this nature, very probably, alfo is the concealed difcovery of a 
Tate advertizing Diffolver of the Stone. Confidering them both 
in this obvious light, thefe Noftrums are impofitions on the 
public, and calculated to attract the money out of the pockets 
of Nephritics, by perfuading them that fuch fecond, or third-hand 
Difcoverers are poflefled of fome extraordinary and hidden fol- 
vent ; with the real principles of which, however, every good 
Phyfician is well acquainted. 

K. 
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Observations on Dr. Macknight’s Harmony of the Four Gofpels : 
So far as relates to the Hiffory of our Saviour’s Refurreétion. 
In a Letter to the Author. 4to. 41s. 6d. Buckland, and 
Henderfon. | : | 


S far as we are able to judge from the ftyle and manner 
of this Letter, the public is indebted for it to an Author 
who has done eminent fervice to the caufe of Chriftianity. 
Whether we are right in this conjecture or not, is immate- 
rial; whoever the Author is, he appears to be well acquainted 
with his fubject, to have ftudied the Scriptures with great care 


and. 
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andattention, and to have nothing in view but the difcovery of 
truth. 


His Obfervations relate to the following particulars: 1. The 
Burial of our Saviour. 2. The Requef of the Chief-Priefts 
and Pharifees, to Pilate, the Governor, to afford them a guard 
for the fecurity of the fepulchre. 3. A Vifit to the fepulchre, 
which Dr. Macknight fuppofes to have been intended, and at- 
tempted, by the women from Galilee, but not performed by 
them. 4. Fhe preparing the fpices by thefe women to anoint 
the body of our Lord. 5. Their journey to the fepulchre, and 
the appearance of our Lord tothem, andothers, after his refur- 
rection. 


In regard to the firft, viz. the Burial of our Saviour, our 
Author makes no remarks upon it, but what offer themfelves oc- 
cafionally, in confidering the other particulars. As to the re- 
queft of the Chief-Priefts and Pharifees, &c. which is related 
by St. Matthew only, ch. xxvii. 62—66, Dr. Macknight dif- 
fers from moft, if not from all, Interpreters, in regard to the 
meaning of —the next day that followed the preparation. Tis 
words are—They took this meafure, not 0” the morrow, in our 
fenfe of the word, but in the evening, after fun-fetting, when 
the Jewifh fabbath was begun, and when they underftood the 
body was buried. To have delayed it to fun-rifing, would have 
been prepofterous, as the Difciples might have ftolen the body 
away during the preceding night.— 


Our Author defends the common interpretation, and produces 
feveral texts to fhew, that the meaning of the original word is 
the next day, according to our ufyal manner of {peaking.—The 
reafons for the delay, he fays, are obvious.—The day on which 
our Lord was crucified, had been a day of full employment, and. 
great perplexity toPilate. And the Jewifh Priefts and Pharifees 
might not judge it convenient to difturb him in the evening of 
it. Poffibly this thought of a guard to watch the fepulchre, 
came not into the minds of any of them that evening. When- 
ever the thought arofe in the minds of one or two, or fome few 
of them, it would require time to propofe it to others, and ga- 
ther them together, to go with the requeft to Pilate. And the 
morning of the next day was foon enough. For they could 
none of them fufpect the Difciples to be fo horribly prophane 
and defperate, as to attempt to remove a dead body on the Sab- 
bath! They, therefore, made provifion againft the night that 
followed afzer the Sabbath ; which was all that could be reck- 
oned needful in the opinion of the moft fufpicious. Indeed, it 
is not eafily fuppofeable, we are told, that any of thofe Jews 
did really fufpect the Difciples of adefign to fteal the body. But 
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they were willing to caft upon them the fcandal of fuch a fup- 
ofition, the more to bring them under popular refentment. 
But the contrivance turned out to their own difadvantage. 


Our Author now proceeds to the next article of his enquiry, 
concerning a Vifit to the Sepulchre, which Dr. Macknight fup- 

fes to have been intended, and attempted by fome of the wo- 
men from Galilee, but not performed by them.—This isa vifir, 
or journey to the fepulchre, which, our Author fays, he has 
not feen in other Commentators, nor can he difcern it in the 
Evangelifts. In fupport of it, the Doctor has made many fup- 
pofitions, which our Author diftinétly confiders, and endeavours 
to fhew, that they are without any authority from Scripture. It 
is impoffible to abridge what he has advanced; we mutt, there- 
fore, refer the Reader to the Letter itfelf. 


The fourth article of his enquiry relates to The preparing 
the fpices by the women from Galilee, to anoint the body of 
Jefus. The accounts which we have of this, are in two Evan- 
gelifts only. St. Mark having at the end of chap. xv. faid, 
And Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of Fefus, beheld where he 
was laid, begins the xvith chapter in this manner. And when the 
Sabbath was paft, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of Fames, 
and Salome, had brought (or bought) /weet /pices, that they might come 
and anoint him. St. Luke xxiii. 55, 56.—xxiv. 1.—And the women 
alfo, which came with him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the 
y aren and how the body was laid. And they returned, and pre- 
pared fpices, and ointments, and refted the Sabbath.day, according to 
the commandment. Now upon the firjt day of the week, very early 
in the morning, they came unto the fepulchre, bringing the pices, which 
they had prepared, and certain others with them. » 


‘ I underftand that narrative, fays our Author, in this man- 
ner. When the crucifixion was over, and the women here 
fpoken of had feen our Lord laid in the fepulchre, they returned 
to Jerufalem, to their apartment there, and refted on the Sab- 
bath-day, which was now coming on, if not already begun. 
And when the Sabbath was over, in the evening they bought 
fweet fpices, and early in the morning, on the firft day of the 
week, they went to the fepulchre, carrying the fpices with 
them, in order to anoint the body, according to their intention.’ 


Dr. Macknight’s way of reconciling the two accounts is as 
follows. ‘* This, fays he, is not inconfiftent with Mark xvi, 
1. where we are told, that they bought fpices, after the Sab- 
bath was ended. It feems, the quantity which, according to 
St. Luke, had been provided and prepared on the night of the 
crucifixion, was too fmall: or, the Sabbath coming on, they 
had 
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had not time to-procure all the ingredients that were neceflary. 
For which reafon they went the firft day of the week, and 
bought more.” : 


Our Author rather thinks, that all the fpices which they 
wanted, were bought at once, and in the evening, after the 
Sabbath was ended, as St. Mark fays. Nor need St. Luke, he 


tells us, be otherwife underftood. ‘ He is to be underftood, 
fays he, in this manner.—And they returned, and prepared 
fpices and ointments. Neverthelefs, they refted the Sabbath- 
day, according to the commandment. And deferred preparing 
them till that was over.’ 





Our Author, under this head, makes feveral other remarks, 
fome of which feem, to us, to be of no confiderable import- 
ance; for example, the following. Dr. Macknight fays the 
fpices were prepared by pounding, mixing, and melting them 
into an ointment. Our Author tells us, that there was no oc- 
cafion for this. ‘Thefe women, he fays, were not inhabitants 
of Jerufalem, but had come up thither with our Lord, as at- 
tendants upon him, at the time of the Paflover. He cannot 
conceive, therefore, how they fhould be furnifhed with peftles 
and mortars, and other veflels, for pounding, mixing, and 
melting fpices. He rather thinks, they bought fpices already 
mixed into an ointment, prepared and fitted for the ufe intended 
by them. In countries where embalming was ‘in ufe, he tells 
us, and where they buried foon after men had expired, and efpe- 
cially in great cities, and near them, fuch as Jerufalem, there 
muft have been fhops or ware-houfes, of Apothecaries, or Em« 
balmers, or Confeétioners ; where fpices of all forts proper for 
funeral rites, and alfo bandages and rollers, might be had, and 
upon the fhorteft notice, for all forts of perfons, according to 
their feveral circumftances. Such remarks, are furely, of no 
great value ! 








The laft and moft important article of our Author’s enquiry 
is, The journey of the women from Galilee to the fepulchre, 
and the appearances of our Lord to them, and to others, after 
his refurrection.— There are undoubtedly, he fays, fome real; 
or feeming, difficulties in this part of the Evangelical Hiftory; 
which have been of late increafed and multiplied by Annota- 
ee other Writers, and not at all diminifhed by Dr. Mac- 

night. 


‘ This being the cafe, fays he, I have found myfelf to be 
under a difability to unfold it by my own {kill only. I have, 
therefore, upon this occafion, had recourfe to a learned and ju- 
dicjous friend ; who, I before knew, had fome uncommon ab- 
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fervations upon this fubject. The anfwer with which he hag 
favoured mie, is to this purpofe. 


«¢ I never could bring my mind to think, that Chrift appeared 
firft to Mary Magdalene feparately, but that his firft appearance 
was tothe watch: who, I think, faw the angel, and the rolling 
away of the ftone, as well as felt the cecuov piyay, attending 
the prefence and action of the angel, for fear of whom the 
keepers did fhake, and became woes vexpoi, as dead men. Some 
of whom, as the fame Evangelift fays, riwis tng xuswdiacs, came 
into the city, and fhewed unto the chief Priefts all the things 
that were done. ‘Theappearance to Mary Magdalene, I think, 
was in common to her and to the other women, who went all 
together to the fepulchre, and once only, not twice, as is ge~ 
nerally fuppofed, and faw our Saviour, and were coming back 
to the city, with the account of what they had feen and heard 
to the Apoftles, at the fame time, that fome of the watch came 
to relate all that was done, to the chief Priefts. And they did 
make their report to the Apoftles, before the two went from the 
seftof the company to Emmaus. No notice is, indeed, men- 
tioned by the two in difcourfe with Chrift, of the women’s hav- 
ing related their interview with Jefus, becaufe it fhould feem 
none of the company believed a word of what the women faid, 
Mark xvi. 11. Luke xxiv, 11. And none of the Evangelifts 
pretend to give an exact detail of all circumftances.” 


¢ This, I apprehend, to be the truth, or nearly fo, And it 
will be the key to this hiftory. And I now intend to digeft the 
feveral particulars of it, in their proper order, as well as I can, 
Jf I fhauld at all differ from my friend, it will be in fuch points 
only, as are not very material. And ftill I muft acknowlege 
myfelf indebted to him for a clear infight into this hiftory.’ 


After premifing a few obfervations, our Author goes on to re- 
late the feveral parts of this hiftory, and to digeft them in their 
proper order. He concludes his Letter in the following manner : 


¢ I have now performed all that I intended. For I never pro- 
pofed to go any farther, than the appearances of our Lord ta 
the Difciples, and others, on the day of his refurrection. 


© Shall I now recollect, and fum up, what has been faid un- 
der this fifth and laft article of our enquiry ? 


¢ Early on the firft day of the week, Mary Magdalene, Jo- 

anna, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, and other wo- 

men, who had come up with our Lord to Jerufalem from Galir 

Jee, and had often attended upon him, went up to the fepulchre, 

bringing the fpices which they had prepared. As they were going, 

they faid among themfelves, Who fhall roll us away the ftone ae 
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she door of the fepulchre? For it was very great. But, when 
they came nigh to the fepulchre, they perceived, that the lone 
was rolled away. ‘That obftacle, therefore, to their performing 
the intended office of refpect, in embalming the body, of which 
they had been apprehenfive, was removed. Which, afforded 
them for the prefent a good deal of fatisfaction, But when they 
had entered in, they found not the body rd the Lord Fefus. This 
filled them with the utmoft furprize and concern. Whereupon, 
with the confent and approbation of all the reft of the women, 
Mary Magdalene, and fome others of them, ran down immedi- 
ately, in all hafte, to the Apoftles at Jerufalem, telling them, 
that they had been at the fepulchre, that they found the ftone 
rolled away from the door of it: they therefore entered in, but 
found not the body of Jefus: They have taken away the Lord out 
i the fepulchre, {aid they, and we know not where they have laid 
im. Peter and John therefore ran to the fepulchre, entered 
into it, and found every thing exactly agreeing to the report of 
the women. The body of Jefus was gone, but the cloths, with 
which he had been coyered, remained, every part of them, and 
lying in greatorder. So that they could not but wonder greatly 
at what had happened. But, as it was not fafe or prudent for 
them to ftay there, they foon went away again to their own home, 
But Mary Magdalene, and the other women who had come 
back to the fepulchre from the Apoftles ftaid behind. And foon 
after thofe Difciples were gone away, there appeared to them 
two angels, and one of them faid tothem, ** Fear not. Ye 
feck Jefus, who was crucified. He is not here. He is rifen, 
as he faid. Come, fee the place where the Lord lay, And ga 
quickly, and tell his Difciples, that he is rifen from the dead, 
And they departed quickly from the fepulchre, with fear, and 
great joy, and did run to bring the Difciples word. As they 
were gping to tell his Difciples, behold, Jefus met them, fay- 
jng, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and 
worfhipped him. Then faid Jefus unto them: Be not afraid, 
Go tell my brethren, that they go into Galilee. And there thal] 
they fee me. Now when they were going, behold fome of the 
watch came into the city, and fhewed unto the chief Priefts all 
the things that were done.” So jn Matt. xxviii. 5—r1. or as 
in John xx, 18. Mary Magdalene came, and told the Difciples, 
that foe had feen the Lord, and that be had fpoken thefe things unta 
ber. When fhe, and the reft of the women, now came dow 
to the Apoftles, it might be about feven er eight, at the lateft 
about eight or nine, inthe forenoon. Nor did the women, nor 
any of the Difciples, go up tothe fepulchre any more after this. 
Thefe juft mentioned, are all the journies to the fepulchre which 


are recorded by the Evangelifts. Some while after the return of 


thofe women, and after they had reported their teftimony to the 


Apoftles, 
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Apoftles, two of their company went to the village called Em. e 
maus ; where Jefus appeared to them alfo, and was known to al 
them, about three of the clock in the afternoon, or fooner ri 
And about the fame time the Lord appeared alfo to Peter, though t] 
we cannot exactly fay the place. Jefus having clearly made f 
known himfelf to the two at Emmaus, as they were fitting d 
down to table, he afterwards withdrew, when it was about fe 
three afternoon. They then rofe up the fame hour, and returned tl 
to Ferufalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that v 
were with them. ‘They arrived there about five afternoon, or 
fooner. Immediately after which Jefus al/o came, and fioodin | ti 
the midft, and gracioufly manifefted himielf to them, giving them r 
full aflurance, that it was he himfelf. e 
¢ According to different computations, Jefus fhewed himfelf D 
to his Difciples and followers, four or five times on the day in 0 
which he rofe from the dead. Fir/? to Mary Magdalene, and 
the women with her, at the fepulchre: mext to the two who } 
went to Emmaus, then to Peter, and at length to the eleven at f 
Jerufalem, who were aflembled together, about five of the fe 
clock in the afternoon. If we compute the appearance to Mary , f 
Magdalene, to be diftinct from that to the women, there are 
jive appearances, otherwife, four only. y 


¢ Thus I have digefted the hiftory of our Saviour’s refur- 
rection, and his firft appearances to the difciples. I pleafe my- 











felf with the perfuafion, that I have done it in a plainer manner, t 

than it has been done of late by fome others. Thefe thoughts t 
therefore are now referred to your confideration. And I re- 

main, with true efteem, , 

S 1R, : 

Your friend and well-wifher. E. F2 {: 

fi 

a 

Memoirs of * * **, commanly known by the Name of GEORGE ti 

PSALMANAZAR 3 @ reputed Native of Formofa. Written by ¥ 

himfelf in order to be publifhed after his Death. Containing P 

an Account of his Education, Travels, Adventures, Con- Pp 

ne@tions, Literary Produtions, and pretended Converfion h 

from Heathenifm to Chriftianity ; which laft proved the Oc- a 

( 


gafion of his being brought over into this Kingdom, and 
paffing for a Profelyte, and a Member of the Church of n 
England. 8vo. 4s. fewed. R. Davis, &c. 


REDULITY and Impofture feem to have been coeval 
C with mankind, and they will, doubtlefs continue i 
rable 
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rable companions to the end of time. What age, what coun- 
try has not produced Knaves to invent,—and: Fools to believe? 


But of all the Deceivers by whom the world hath been cheat- 
ed, there never, furely, was a more confummate mafter'of his 
art, than George Pfalmanazar! Other Impofters owed much 
of their fuccefs to the ignorance of the age they lived in, or of 
the people they had:to deal with ; but this man carried on a 
fyftem of artifice and falfhood for half a century together, un- 
detected to the laft; and this in an enlighten’d age, among 2 
fenfible and difcerning people,—impofing even on the fearned 
themfelves : fo that it may be truly faid, not only the multitude 
were duped, but the KNowine ones were taken in,—But we 
{hall wave all farther preliminary reflections, and‘proceed to gra- 
tify our Reader’s curiofity, in'‘laying before him fome of the moft 
remarkable circumftances which diftinguifhed the life of that very 
extraordinary perfon, to whom the public is obliged ’for the fa- 
mous pretended Hiftory of Formofa ; atid for a confiderable part 
of the UN1vVERSAL History. pre 


Previous, however, to the extracts we fhalh.make. from the 
Anecdotes with which this work abounds, we fhall give a tran- 
fcript of the penitent Author’s laft Will and ‘Teftament ; as that 
is the beft introduction of the Narrative, and will abundantly 
ferve to authenticate the particulars which follow: 


The lat Wallkand Teftament of me a'poor. friful and worthle/s creature, 
commonly known by the affumed uame of George P’falmanazar. 


_ © Thy ever blefled and unerring Will, Oh moft, gracious, 
though offended God! be done by me and all the world, whe- 
ther for life or death. , 


‘ Into thy all-merciful hands I commit my foul, ‘as unto a 
moft gracious father, who, though juftly provoked by my paft 
vain and wicked life, but more efpecially fo during,the youthful 
fallies of a rafh and unthinking part of it, has yet been gracioufly 
pleafed, by thy undeferved grace and mercy, to preferve me 
from the reigning errors and herefies, and the more deplorable 
apoftacy and infidelity of the prefent age, and enabled me to 
take a conftant and {tedfaft hold on the only author of our fal- 
vation, thy ever adorable and divine Son Jefus Chrift, our 
powerful and meritorious Redeemer, from whofe alone, and_all- 
powerful interceffion and merits (and not from any the leatt ia- 
herent righteoufnefs of my own, which I heartily abhor as filthy 
rags in thy all purer eyes} I hope and beg for pardon and re- 
conciliation, and for a happy refurreétion unto that blefled im- 
mortality to which we are redeemed by his moft precious and 
ineftimable blood. I likewife ble/s and adore thy infinite good- 
7 wnefs 








































366 Memoirs of ——, commonly known by 


nefs for preferving me from innumerable dangers of body and 
foul, to which this wretched life, but more particularly by m 
own youthful rafhnefs and inconfideration, might have expofed 
me, had not thy Divine Providence interpofed in fuch a won- 
derful manner, as juftly challenges my deepeft admiration and 
acknowledgment : particularly lam bound to blefs thee for fg 
timely nipping that ambition and vain-glory, which had hurried 
me through fuch fcenes of impiety and hypocrify, and as the 
moft effectual antidote againft it, next to thy divine grace, haf 
brought me not only to prefer, but to delight in a ftate of ob- 
feurity and lownefs of circumftances, as the fureft harbour of 
peace and fafety ; by which, though the little L have left in my 
poffeffion be dwindled to fo little value as to be but a poor ac« 
knowledgement for the fervices which I have received from m 
friend hereafter named, to whom I can do no lefs than bequeath 
it all, yet I hope the will may be accepted for the deed, and that 
the Divine Providence will fupply to her what is wanting in 
me. And now, O Father of Mercies, I befeech thee for th 
dear Son’s fake, fo to direct me by thy grace through all the fu- 
tute concérns of this life, that when, where, or in what manner 
foever it fhall pleafe thee to call me out of it, I may be found 
ready and willing to return my foul, worthlefs as it is ef itfelf, 
w thee who gaveft it; and my death, as well as my latter end, 
may be fuch as may tend all poffible ways to thy glory, the edi- 
fication of. thy church, and my own eternal comfort. And in 
fiopes there is nothing in this my laft will that is not agreeable to 
thine, I leave it to be executed after my death by my worthy and 
pious friend Sarah Rewalling, of this parifh of St. Luke, in Mid« 
dlefex, in the manner hereafter mentioned, viz. 


© I defire that my body, when or wherever I die, thay be 
kept fo long above ground, as decency or conveniency will 
permit, and afterwards conveyed to the common burying-ground, 
and there interred in fome obfcure corner of it, without any fur- 
ther ceremony or formality than is ufed to the bodies of the de- 
ceafed penfioners where I happen to die, and about the fame 
time of the day, and that the whole may be performed in the 
Joweft and cheapeft manner. And it is my earneft requeft, that 
my body be not inclofed in any kind of coffin, but only decently 
Jaid in what is called a fhell of the loweft value, and without 
lid or other covering which may hinder the natural earth from 
covering it all around, : 


‘ The books relating to the Univerfal Hiftory, and belonging 
to the Proprictors, are to be returned to them according to the 
true lift of them, which will be found in a blue paper in my ac- 
count book, All the reft being my own property, together — 
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all my houfhold goods, wearing apparel, and whatever mone 
fhal) be found due to me after my deceafe, I give and bequea 
to my friend Sarah Rewalling above named, together with fuch 
manufcripts as I had written at different times, and defigned ‘to 
be made public, if they fhall be deemed worthy of it, they con- 
fifting of fundry eflays on fome difficult parts of the Old Tefta- 
ment, and chiefly written for the ufe of a young Clergyman in 
the country, and fo unhappily acquainted with that kind of 
Jearning, that he was likely to become the butt of his fceptical 
parifhioners, but being, by this means furnifhed with proper 
materials, was enabled to turn the tables upon them, 


<« But the principal manufcript I thought myfelf in duty bound 
to leave behind, is a faithful narrative of my education, and the 
fallies of my wretched youthful years, and the various ways by 
which I was in fome meafure unavoidably led into the bafe and 
Shameful impofture of paffing upon the world for a native of 
Formofa, and a convert to Chriftianity, and backing it with a 
fictitious account of that ifland, and of my own travels, conver- 
fion, &c. all or moft of it hatched in my own brain, without 
regard to truth and honefty. It is true, I have long fince dif- 
claimed even publicly all but the fhame and guilt of that vile 
impofition, yet as long as I knew there were ftill two editions 
of that fcandalous romance remaining in England, befides the 
feveral verfions it had abroad, I thought it incumbent upon me 
to undeceive the world, by unravelling that whole myftery of 
iniquity in a pofthumous work, which would be lefs liable to 
fufpicion,. as the author would be far out of-the influence of an 
finifter motives that might induce him to deviate from the truth. 
All that I fhall add concerning it is, that it was began above 
twenty-five years ago with that view, and no other, during a 
long recefg in the country, accompanied with a threatening dif- 
eafe, and fince then continued in my moft ferious hours, as any 
thing new prefented itfelf; fo that it hath little elfe to recom- 
mend itfelf but its plainnefs and fincerity, except here and there 
fome ufeful obfervations and innuendoes on thofe branches’ of 
learning in which I had been concerned, and particularly with 
fuch excellent improvements as might be made in the method 
of learning of Hebrew, and in the producing a more perfec 
body of Univerfal Hiftory, and more anfwerable to its title than 
that which hath already paffed a fecond edition, And thefe, I 
thought, might be more deferving a place in that narrative, as 
the ufefulnefs of them would in a great meafure make amends 
for the finall charge of the whole. If it therefore fhall be judged 
worth printing, i defire it may be fold to the higheft bidder, 
in order to pay my arrears for my lodgings, and to defray my 
funeral ; and { further requeft'that it be printed in the plain and 
undifguifed 
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368 
undifguifed manner in which I have written it, and without 
‘alteration or embellifhment. I hope the whole is written in 
the true, fincere {pirit of a perfon awakened by a miracle of 
‘mercy, unto a deep fenfe of his folly, guilt, and danger, and 
is defroiis, above all things, to give God the whole glory of fo 
racious a change, and to fhew the various fteps by which his 
Divine Providence brought it about: The whole of ‘the ac- 
count countains fourteen pages of Preface, and about ninety- 
three more of the faid relation, written in my own hand witha 
proper title, and will be found in the deep drawer. on the right 
hand of my white cabinet. However, if the obfcurity I have 
lived in, during fuch a feries of years, fhould make it needlefs 
to revive a thing in all likelihood fo long fince forgot, I cannot 
but with, that fo much of it was publifhed in fome weekly pa- 
per, as might inform the world, efpecially thofe who have ftill 
by them the above-mentioned fabulous account of the Ifland of 
Formofa, &c. that I have long fince owned both in converfa- 
tion and in print, that it was no other than a mere forgery of 
my own devifing, a fcandalous impofition on the public, and 
fuch, as I think myfelf bound to beg God and the world pardon 
for writing, and have been long fince, as I am to this day, and 
fhall be as long as I live, heartily forry for, and afhamed of. 


‘ Thefe I do hereby folemnly declare and teftify to be my 
Taft Will and Teftament ; and in witnefs thereof have thereto 
fet my name, on the 23d day of April, in the year‘of our Lord 
1752, O.S. and in the 73d year of my age. 


G. Pfalmanazar. 


© The laft Will and Teftament of G. Pfalmanazar, of Iron- 
monger-Row, in the Parifh of St. Luke, Middlefex, whenever 
it fhall pleafe God to take him out of this world unto himfelf. 


¢ January 1, 1762, being the day of the Circumcifion of 
our divine Lord, then, bleffed be God, quite found in my 
mind, though weak in my body, I do ratify and confirm the 
above particulars of my laft Will made.’ 


In his Preface, the Author expatiates farther on his defign in 
leaving behind him his genuine memoirs ; to which he declares 
he was folely induced, in order at once to undeceive the world 
with refpect to that ‘ vile and romantic account he formerly 
gave of himfelf, and of the iflartd of Formofa, and to make all 
the amends in his power for that fhameful impofition on the 
public, by this faithful narrative of himfelf, and of the remark- 
able accidents of his wretched life.’ 


The religious education he had happily received during a 
tender 
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tender years, had, he fays, made fo ftrong an impreffion upon 
his mind, that though it did not prove fufficient to preferve him 
from being hurried by his pafiions, into that fcandalous piece 
of forgery, yet it never failed of making him condemn himfelf, 
in his more ferious hours, for every ftep he took towards it ; but 
more particularly for the laft and moft vile fcene of all, his pre 
tended converfion from heatheni{m to chriftianity: fo that he 
Jaboured ever after, under frequent and bitter remorfes, and 
{tings of confcience.—At length, we are told, the grace of God 
(which he moft earneftly befought) co-operating with his re« 
morfe of confcience, wrought an effectual change in his heart, 
removed all his doubts and fears, his difficulties and difcourage- 
ments, and finally enabled him to perfevere in his refolution and 
endeavours to give mankind the moft ample fatisfaction in his 
power, for all the deceit and falfhood by which he had fo egre- 
gioufly impofed on their credulity, 


The remainder of his long preface, of 63 pages, is employed 
in reciting the particulars of his Converfion (after he came to 
refide in this country) from the Roman Catholic Religion, to 
that of the Church of England: in which relation, to do him 
juftice, he fhews the utmoft candour of difpofition, and talks 
like a man of fenfe, learning, and integrity. 


He begins his Narrative with an apology for not giving 
‘ an account either of his real country or family, or any thing 
that might caft a reflection upon either.’ In refpeéct to his fa- 
mily, his referve might, no doubt, be well excufed; but in 
regard to his country, we think it was carrying his delicacy 
very far indeed! However, he might have his reafons, befides 
what he alleges, as to the aptnefs of people to cenfure nations 
or families, for the crimes of private perfons; from the confi- 
deration of which, he fays, he was induced to conceal this cir- 
cumftance of birth and parentage. The moft that he vouchfafes 
to communicate on this head, is the acknowlegement that * out 
of Europe he was not born, nor educated, nor ever travelled ; 
but continued in fome of the fouthern parts of it, till about the 
fixteenth year of his age, when neceflity obliged him to remove 
into the more northern ones, tho’ never farther northward than 
the Rhine in Germany *, or Yorkfhire in England.’ This, at 
leaft, may ferve to convince us, that he was not the famous + wane 


* As to Germany, thé author declares he néver faw that country till 
he was 16, nor England till about 2 or 3 years after. 
t+ The vulgar might perhaps be induced to form this conjectute, from 
his venerable long beard, and fingular garb; befide which he had other 
peculiarities about him, all calculated to keep up the appearance of a 
moit myfterious {ecrecy: but the general notion that he underftood all 
languages, and had vifited all countries, more efpecially contributed to 
prove him the very identical wandering Jew. 
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dering Few, as fome of his acquaintance, of the wifer fort, ufed 
to fufpect. 


He purpofely mentions his being a native of fome country in 
the fouthe:n parts of Europe, in order to fet afide a prevailing 
notion, that be was a German, Swede, or Dane, according to 
fome ; or in the opinion of others, an Englifhman, or a Scot.— 
On the whole, we think it not unreafonable to conje@ture, with 
the author of an advertifement prefix’d to this book, that Mr. 
* * #* was a Frenchman. Onecircumftance leading to this con- 
clufion, is, that he ¢ fpoke the French language with a purity 
beyond what is ufual when attained only by grammar, or travel ; 
but with a dafh of the Gafcoin diale€&t: in which he was fo 
mafterly, that none but thofe born in the country could equal— 
none, tho’ born there, could excel him. For tho’ it may be 
efteemed but a patois, or jargon, yet foreigners find it imprac- 
ticable to fpeak it with that propriety, fluency, and vivacity, 
peculiar to thofe people. And from this we prefume that fome 
part of Languedoc may Jay claim to his birth.’—But there are 
paflages enough in the Memoirs themfelves, to put this matter 
almoft beyond a doubt. 


© As for my parents and relations, fays he, they were Roman 
Catholics, and ftrongly biafled againft all Proteftants. My 
father was of an ancient, but decayed family, and had been 
obliged to leave my mother before I was five years old, and to 
live near five hundred miles from her, whilft fhe was left to live 
and breed me up upon her fmall fortune, without receiving any 
affiftance from him, his misfortunes having put it quire out of 
his power to contribute any thing; fo that I was wholly left to 
her care. However, neither that, nor the narrownefs of her 
circumftances, hindered her from giving me the beft education 
fhe could, being then her only furviving child. She was a 
pious good woman in her way, and though I was no fmall fa- 
vourite of hers, was yet kept with due ftri€tnefs whilft I ftaid 
with her, which was however but a fhort time, and do not re- 
member that I had then any the leaft vicious inclination, nor in 
all likelihood might have had, had I ftill continued under her 
wing ; whereas through the mifmanagement of thofe firft per- 
fons to whofe tuition I was next committed, fuch a wrong 
foundation was laid, and fo ftrong a biafs given me to vanit 

and felf-conceit, as proved the unhappy fource of all my fad 
mifcarriages fince. 


© One general remark here I cannot avoid making concerning 
the fchools of the Roman Catholics, viz. that all their ftudents 
muft learn to read, and even pray, in Latin, before they are 
capable of underftanding one word of it ;-for this doth but inure 


them: 
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them to read and pray without any attention, even when they 
are afterwards capable of underftanding what they read and pray 
for. This ill-timed method had been complained of by many 
a one who have fince felt the fad effects of it, as well as the 
almoft infurmountable difficulty of maftering a defect {9 early 
contracted and fo deeply rooted, as it were, in our nature, and 
none hath had more reafon to bewail it than I. 


¢ But what did me in particular the moft hurt, in my-edu- 
cation abroad, was the great admiration which my more than 
common readinefs at learning whatever came in my way had 
gained mé, and the imprudent fondnefs and partiality which my 
matters fhewed to me on that account, I was hardly turned 
of fix years when I was fent to a free-fchool taught by two 
Francifcan monks, the eldeft of whom perceiving my uncom- 
mon genius for languages, took it into his head to put me to 
the Latin form, though all my friends thought me much too 
young for it, efpecially as I was to be ranked and clafled among 
other boys of twice my years, and who had already been at it 
a year or two, and fome more; however he depended fo much 
on his judgment, about my genius and application, that he 
doubted not, he faid, but to fee me out-top all the reft in lefs 
than a year or two. He was not miftaken, and though it put 
me to great difficulties and hard ftudy to reach them, I began 
to feel fuch emotions of vanity at the quick progrefs I made, 
and the commendations he gave me upon it, that I refted not 
fatisfied till I had gained the firft rank in the form, as well as 
in his affection, for as he fpared neither carefles nor encourage- 
ment to me, I foon became fenfible both by his behaviour, as 
well as by the deference which the other boys paid to me, how 
much [ was got in his favour. 


‘ Our fchool was often vifited by priefts, monks, gentlemen, 
and other perfons that pafled through our city, and though we 
had in it feveral boys whofe parents were in a much higher fta- 
tion, yet I was always fingled out as the flower of the flock, 
and as the moft ready to anfwer fuch queftions as were fuitable 
to our form. 


¢ Many fuch inftances of his partial fondnefs I could name, 
which all tended to make me ftill more affuming and arrogant ; 
one however I cannot pafs by, which fhall ferve as a fpecimen : 
as I never was guilty of a fault at fchool, fo let me do what I 
would out of it, I was never punifhed for it, 4s the other boys 
were, but had, perhaps, a foft reprimand or fome eafy tafk af- 
figned me by way of penance, for [ cannot call to mind that I 
ever had a blow or crofs word from him. One day in particular, 
fome ftrangers, who vifited us after dinner, obtained us a dif- 
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charge for the reft of the day. We were no fooner got out but 
I told my fchool-fellows, that we ought to go and procure the 
fame releafe to the girls of another fchool. Accordingly we 
went and broke into the houfe, and drove the miftrefs and {cho- 
Jars out, and then locked the doors, that they might not be 
obliged to come in again, and fent her the key at night. On 
the next day a fevere complaint was brought againft us.for the 
affault, and I charged as the ringleader of the reft, upon which 
a fuitable punifhment was promifed, and foon after put in ex- 
ecution, in which I not only expected to have a fhare, but to 
be the firft called down to it, and yet by what partial motive F 
know not, I had no other punifhment than a feeming fevere 
reprimand, and fome eafy tafk, whilft all the reft were forced 
to fubmit to the difcipline of the fchool. 


‘ Thus I went on learning of Latin apace, I could tranflate 
out of it, write and fpeak it with great readinefs, as far as I 
had been taught, which was thought furprifing, confidering 
| had hardly attained my ninth year, and been but two years 
under his care. The misfortune was, that he made us only 
converfant with common fchool-books, and but with few of any 
of the old claffics either in profe or verfe, fo that I was quite 
unacquainted with their ftile till I came into better hands, as I 
foon after did ; for our good father being fhortly after chofen 
head, or, as they ftile it, guardian of another convent, about 
twenty-four miles from this, and in an archiepifcopal city, 
where was alfo a college of Jefuits for the education of youth, 
he eafily prevailed upon my mother to let me go with him thither, 
and to board at the monaftery under his eye, whillt I went on 
with my ftudies at the college, where he alfo promifed to re- 
commend me to the care of thofe fathers. He likewife promifed 
her that he would, in the evening, make me repeat and ex- 
plain what I had learned in the day, and by that means pufh 
me fo forward in my learning that I fhould out-top all my age, 
all which proved fuch powerful perfuafives to my mother, that 
fhe eafily agreed to it, efpecially as he took four or five more 
youths with him to be on the fame foot with me both at the 
college and in the convent. We fet out accordingly with him 
for the place, and when I was introduced into the Jefuits college, 
there was no {mall ftrife what clafs I fhould be admitted into at 


farft.’ 


Here our Author proceeds to inform us of the method of 
education in the Jefuits colleges, and of the manner in which 
they divide and diftinguifh their forms: with the progrefs which 
he made in this new feminary. Growing, however, diflatisfied 
with this college, he was, in about a year’s time, removed to 
a conyent 
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a convent of Dominicans ; where he fpent fome time, very un- 
profitably, bewilder’d in the mazes of Ariftotle’s Phyfics, with 
the commentaries of ‘Thomas Aquinas. Having thus murdered 
another year of his time, the Dominicans difmifled’ him, with 
great applaufe of his parts and proficiency ; and he then com- 
menced ftudent in Theology at a neighbouring univerfity ; 
where every thing appeared to him like a new. world. Here he 
was looked upon as a little raw ftripling, too young to herd 
among the reft of the ftudents, fome of whom were twice his 
age, and none by many years fo young as he was ; and here he 
began to fink under the weight of the feveral difcouragements 
he now met with, not only in regard to his progrefs in the road 
towards real and ufeful learning, but in various other refpects. 


¢ [ may fairly, fays he, date the completion of my ruin from 
the time of my coming to this populous place, on more accounts 
than one: for firft, the city was a noble, great one, full of 
gentry and nobility, of coaches, and all kinds of grandeur, all 
which did greatly affect me, who had never feen fo much by 
far of the beau monde, neither in my native city, nor in the 
archiepifcopal one, where I had ftudied under the fetuits. 2dly, 
Ihad been already cloyed with Aquinas’s philofophy, when I 
had no fuch bright tempting objects dancing before my eyes, 
what likelihood could there be that fuch a fchool as this, fhould 
reconcile me to the more refined and unintelligible fubtilties of 
his theology, efpecially confidering the difadvantages we late 
comers were forced to Jabour under, and the high ftate which 
our two re€lors took upon them? for here was no room for ob- 
jeting, or even defiring a point or a term to be explained, and 
we had nothing to do but to write what they dictated, and take 
their expofitions for found doctrine. Even thofe who had ftudied 
longeft under them, and were looked upon as the brighteft, 
were not indulged to ftart a difficulty, though the occafion was 
ever fo fair; all which damped my fpirits, who had never been 
ufed to fuch a reftraint, and had, moreever, the mortification 
to fee myfelf placed in the loweft rank, who had, till then, been 
moftly at the head, that I grew by degrees quite out of conceit 
both with myfelf and with the fchool. What added ftill more 
to my difcontentednefs was, that I boarded at fome near relations 
in one of the fuburbs of the city, and at a great diftance from 
the convent, and thefe commonly dined fo late, that I muft 
either take up with an irregular mea!, or come near an hour 
after the reft tothe fchool. I did indeed prefer the firft for fome 
time, but grew by degrees weary of it, as the ftudy I was upon 
grew lefs engaging to me; fo that though I took up as little 
time as I could at my dinner, yet one half hour, at leaft, was 
loft by it, and our rector had dictated fome pages of matter to 
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the reft, which, after fchool was over, I ufed to copy out of the 
manuf{cripts of fome of my f{chool-fellows. Our rector havin 
ore than once obferved what irregular hours [ kept, was fo 
kind as to give me a ciyil reprimand, and not expecting, per- 
haps, areply to it, was going on with his lecture, but I had 
been fo little ufed to make an{wers to it in dumb fhow, as I ob- 
ferved many of his hearers were forced to do, that I bluntly 
told him the occafion, afiuring him, that I had not influence 
enough in the family to prevail on them to alter their hours. 


‘ The good father not approving of my excufe, which plainly 
fhewed that I could not forego my dinner for his leffons, and 
might be an ill precedent to iome of the reft, feemed rather in- 
c ined to lay the fault on my being better pleafed with thofe late 
hours of dining, or elfe he thought I might eafily perfuade my 
relations to alter their method on my account. But whether fo 
or not, he infifted, and reafonably enough, that I fhould conform 
to the fchool-hours, whatever inconveniency it might put me 
astomy dinner. I was fenfible of the juftnefs of his reproof, 
and after having been often at high words with my relations (for 
they were fully paid for my board) to no purpofe, and tried to 
conform to the fchool-hours for fome time, I grew weary 
of it, and having nobody to controul me, which proved my 
greateft misfortune, I quite forfook the afternoon lectures, and 
{pent that time in fauntring about the city and country adjacent, 
viewing the buildings, and fometimes taking plans and yiftoes 
of fuch places as pleafed me, but without any other defign than 
to divert myfelf. I was, however, furprifed foon after, to find 
myfelf interrogated by our morning profeflor, about the reafon 
of my not coming to the afternoon lectures. Whether my quon- 
dam matter of philofophy had wrote any-thing particularly con- 
cerning his expectation of getting me into their order or not, I 
knew not, but I was in a genteel manner given to underftand 
by this, that I ought to look on it as a fingular favour that they 
fo far concerned themfelves about me. What anfwer I made 
him, befides my thanking him for his care, I cannot recollcét ; 
but though we parted good friends, I foon after forfook his lec- 
ture alio, and from that time minded little elfe but my own plea- 
fures, which, though aliozether of the innocent kind, fome- 
times with the fair fex, at other times in viewing the curiofities 
of the place, or making folitary excurfions, and the like; yet 
were not without fome pungent remorfe, as they tended to little 
elfe than to enure me to a habit of indolence and carelefs inaéti- 
vity. At fome intervals, indeed, I tried to read over al! my 
manu(cripts both in philofophy and theology, but ftill fo dif- 


gufted with them, that I never had the patience to go through 
them, 
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¢ IT had before this fent fome complaining letters to my mo- 
ther, as well as meflages by word of mouth by fome of my 
townfmen, who had been witnefles of the bad hours we kept, and 
to whom [ had related the inconveniency it had put me to, with 
relation to my ftudies ; and fhe, good wonian, thinking that I 
took it more to heart than I did, fent me a fma!} fupply to con- 
vey me to Avignon, where I-was to meet an old rich counfel- 
lor of our town, who was gone to fpend fome time in that 
famed city. He had no children of his own, but fome ne- 
phews, one of which he defigned to breed up a fcholar under 
me, in confideration of which I was to lodge and board with 
the uncle, till I could better provide for myfelf.. As this was 
likely to be a kind of change for the better for me, as well as 
an eafement to my mother, whofe ftrait circumftances could 
hardly permit her to be at fuch expence for my education, I 
made no delay to go down to Avignon, where | found the old 
gentleman ready to receive me, and, a day or two after, enter- 
ed into my new office of tutor to his nephew, who had already 
made fome progrefs in the Latin Grammar. I had not been long 
there before I got acquainted with a young abbé, or candidate 
for prieftly orders, a countryman of mine, and ah ingenious 
young man, ef fome learning: and he finding that I had ftu- 
died philofophy and theology under the Dominicans, introduced 
me to one of their profeflors in this city, by whom I was cour- 
teoufly received, and foon after admitted to be one of his dif- 
ciples. This father, who was a man of fingular modefty and 
humanity, and was reputed a faint, paid me an uncommon ré- 
gard upon my firft admiffion to his lectures; and made an apo- 
logy to the reft of his {cholars for recapitulating fome of his 
former leffons and expofitions, in gratiam, as he was pleafed to 
word it, chariffimi noftri novi difcipulr, that [might the better un- 
derftand what he was then, and afterwards, to deliver to us. 
This great condefcenfion, which had not been fhewed to me 
by either of the -profeflors of the laft univerfity, and which I 
fince underftood was not, ufual among them, did highly oblige 
me, and I would have been glad to have made fuch a profici- 
ency under him, as might have, in fome meafuré, anfwered his 
fingular kindnefs to me, which he fli] continued to exprefs all 
the time I went to hear him, but my misfoitune was, that I 
was {till fo unacquainted as well as difgufted at the fubtilties of 
the fchool,, and met with fuch crampt diftinGions and technical 
terms I was ftill a ftranger to, and was afhamed to afk the ° 
meaning of from any of the fcholars, who were far enough 
from thinking me fo great a novice to the language of the Tho- 
mifts, that I began again, in fpite of all his careffes, and my 
own eager defires, to defpair of ever becoming-a theologian ; 
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and thefe difficulties added to the lazy and unthinking habit I 
had fo long indulged, made me at length forbear going any 
more to hear him. 


© I have already hinted that my mother’s circumftances were 
too narrow for the expence I had already put her to, and my 
father was ftill more unable to give her any affiftance in it, 
though he was not a little pleafed at the great progrefs he was 
told | had made for my years. Her hopes and mine were, in- 
deed, that I might by that means introduce myfelf as a tutor 
into fome good family, and fave her all farther charges. But 
I had been fo far neglected in the other parts of my education, 
had fo little addrefs or politenefs, and knew fo little of the 
world, that I could not look upon myfelf as fit for fuch an em-. 
loyment among perfons above the common rank, and my pride 
would not let me aim at any thing below it; fo that inftead of 
trying as | might, and ought to have done, I was rather become 
carelefs and indifferent about it, and | was indeed both too 
young and toonaturally unfit for it. Notwithftanding which,fome 
of my acquaintance, unknown or undefired, got me into a mid- 
dling family, where | was upon fomewhat better terms than 
with my old counfellor.’ 


In this new ftation, however, he was not more fortunate 
than during his refidence in the colleges. His pupil was averfe 
to al! literary improvement, and it was foon found that Mr. **** 
was of no ufe in the family ; fo that he was very civilly difmifled. 


He then got into another family, in which he had the care 
of two young gentlemen; with whom he was not a jot more 
fuccefsful. Here the lady of the manfion formed defigns upon 
his virtue, which he tells us he had vanity, not virtue, enough 
to oppofe and fruftrate. The confequence was a difmiffion 
from this fecond employment. 


He now repaired to Avignon; where his poverty, added to 
other mortifications, induced him to have recourfe to his old 
ftratagem ‘ of cloathing himfelf with fome falfe merit for want 
of a great one, —his own words—and of pretending to be a 
fufferer for Religion, and accufing his father of having ufed him 
- feverely on that account: all which was too eafily liften’d to by 
his acquaintance, efpecially among the friars, who beftowed on 
him fo much of their pity and admiration as foothed his vanity, 
but did not anfwer the main end propofed,—an introduction 
into fame new family as a tutor. 


From Avignon he went to the fair at Baucaire, a city in 
Languedoc on the Rhine; where he endeavoured to borrow 
4moncy of fome merchants, his acquaintance, but was refufed, 
This 
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This made him determine to return home, to his mothers; tho’ 
he was too bare both of money and cloaths to undertake fo long 
a journey. In this dilemma he found means to procure a pats 
or certificate, at a proper office, fignifying that he was a young 
ftudent in theology, of Irifh extraftion, that he had left the 
country for the fake of religion, and was then going on a pil- 
grimage to Rome. His method to equip himfelf in a pilgrim’s 
garb was fingular enough, and fhews what a fine bold youth he 
was. This garb confifted in a long ftaff, handfomely turned, 
and a fhort leathern or oil-cloth cloak ; and fuch an equipage 
he had obferved, fet up in a neigbouring chapel, as a monument, 
by fome wandering pilgrim, come to the end of his journey. 
This chapel being dedicated to a miraculous faint, was never 
without a number of devotees, who prayed and burnt tapers 
before the image of the faint ; but this did not deter our adven- 
turer from openly going in, and taking away both ftaff and cloak, 
at noon day. Away marched he with his prize into a private 
corner, where he threw the cloak over his fhoulders, and with a 
fanctified gravity, walked off, with the ftaff in his hand, till he 
got out of the city. 


« Being thus accoutred, and furnifhed with a pafs to my mind, 
I began at all places to beg my way in a fluent Latin ; accofting 
only clergymen, or perfons of figure, by whom I could be un- 
derftood, and was moft likely to be relieved; and I found them 
moftly fo generous and credulous, that had I had the leaft pro- 
penfity to provide for hereafter, I might eafily have faved a good 
deal of money, and put myfelf into a much more creditable garb, 
before I had gone through a fcore or two of miles; but fuch was 
my vanity and extravagance, that as foon as I had got what I 
thought a fufficient viaticum, I begged no more, but viewed 
every thing worth feeing, then retired to fome inn, where I {pent 
my money as freely as I got it, not without fome fuch aukward 
tokens of generofity, as better fuited with my vanity than my 
prefent circumftances, The nearer I drew to my native place, 
the more irrefolute I grew, whether I fhould pay a vifit to my 
mother, or continue my journey to Rome; the concern I knew 
fhe muft be in about me, ftrongly inclined me to the former, but 
my uncommon mean garb, which was become only more fcan- 
dalous by the length of my journey, made me fo id to be 
feen either by her, or any of my friends, that I fully refolved on 
the latter. J had, in order to it, wheeled about to the left, to 
leave the place at fome twenty or thirty miles diftance, and was 
got into a fmall town, where I little expected to be known, 
when venturing on the Sunday into the church, atthe time of 
high mafs, I was furprifed to fee fome perfons, efpecially two or 
three gentlewomen, whofe chief refidence was at my native city, 
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but who it feems were fpending part of the fummer at that place 
and who, in {pight of my being thus tranfmogrified, did eafily re- 
call me to mind, and gave me to underftand they did. I was fo 
fhocked at it, that I left the church at the moft folemn part of 
the fervice, when they were moft intent on their devotions, not 
caring to {tand an examen from them, and made the beft of my 
way through private paths, to avoid being caught if purfued, 
Whether | was fo I know not, but the fight of them made fuch 
a ftrong impreffion on my mind, and raifed fuch an earneft defire 
in me of feeing once more that beloved city, efpecially confidering 
that it was now impoflible to co.ceal either my way of travel- 
ling, or mean appearance from my friends, that as foon as [| 
thought mylelf out of the reach of a purfuit, I took the dire& 
road homeward, with an intent to go and fatisfy my poor anxious 
mother, before fhe got the intelligence from other hands, and 
confult with her, whether I fhould purfue my journey to Rome, 
or get into any other way fhe liked better. And I only took care 
to enter the city in the dufk of the evening, and got to her houfe 
unperceived by any but thofe of the family. 


¢ My poor mother was glad to fee me, though forry to behold 
the mean garb I was in, and failed not, though with her ufual 
tendernefs, to chide me, for having made fo bad an ufe of the 
opportunities, fhe fuppofed I had had, of .pufhing my fortune, 
which, fhe knew as well as I, was but too much owing to my 
indolence. Much more reafon would fhe have had to chide me, 
had fhe known how much of my time I had trifled away durin 
the laft year and a half I had been abfent from her; but that 
concealed from her, and the good woman was fometimes inclined 
to think, that my too great eagernefs after my ftudies had made 
me neglect every thing elfe. But I was greatly furprifed at the 
end of two or three days, during which I had kept as much 
from fight as I could, to hear her propofe to me, fince I had 
found out fo cheap, fafe, and eafy a way of travelling, to go 
and pay a vilit to my father, who then lived fome hundreds of 
miles from her, and try what I could get him to do for me; and 
I had the more reafon to wonder at her propofal, becaufe fhe 
knew, as well as J, that a tradefman of our town, who had been 
with him about two or three years before, had brought us a very 
indifferent account of his circumftances. This made me fufpect 
that a coufin of mine, and a great favourite of hers, whofe for- 
tune was im no wife fuitabie to his high fpirit, had put that 
ftrange project in her head, that 1 might be far enough out of 
the way of ob{tructing her kindnefs tohim. ‘Whether there was 
any real foundation for my fufpicion, | cannot fay, -but the fure 
prize fhe obferved me to be in at her propofal, made fuch an im- 
preffion upon her, that the forgot nothing that could aflure me 
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of her maternal and unalterable tendernefs, alledging: that fhe 
only wanted to be better fatisfied of the condition my father was 
in, than fhe was from the report of the tradefman above men; 
tioned, and adding, that in cafe | found it not to my liking, 
and him as tender as I might expect, fhe charged me exprefsly 
to leave him, and come back to her as foon as poffible, and b 
no means to ftay longer than.a year from her, unlefs I could 
convince her that it was very much to my advantage. 


‘¢ Being thus far fatisfied of her maternal affection, I eafily 


confented to take the journey, having by that time contracted , 


an inclination to ramble and fee new countries, and as it was 
along and dangerous one, we thought it improper to alter my 
drefs, the meannefs of which would rather be a fafeguard ; how- 
ever, fhe thought fit to few up a fmall quantity of gold to my 
cloaths, which, fhe faid, would ferve to buy’ me fome better, 
ones, when I came near the end of my journey. My ttaff and 
cloak, with the addition of a long loofe gown, made of a light 
kind of black buckram to cover the reft from duft, were fent by 
a man to a place on the road, about four miles off ; and very 
early in the morning I took a forrowful leave of my mother, and 
fhe of me, and fhe repeated her charge to me to return to her, 
if I did not find things to my fatisfaction, When I came to the 
place where my pilgrim’s drefs waited for me, I put it on, and 
went on not without a heavy heart, though without the leaft. 
doubt of my mother’s conftant affection. My direct rout was 
through the firft great univerfity where I had began to ftudy, 
theology, fo that I was forced to. wheel about to avoid. it, for 
fear of being known. All the reft of the way I was an utter, 
ftranger to, and I met frequently with fome objeéts that made 
me fhrink, though it was a confiderable high road; now and 
then at fome lonely place lay the carcafe of a man rotting and 
ftinking on the ground by the way fide, with a rope about his’ 
neck, which was faftened'to a poft about two or three yards 
diftance, and’ thefe were the bodies of highwaymen, or rather of 
foldiers, failors, mariners, or even galley-flaves, difbanded after’ 
the peace of Refwick, who, having neither home nor occupa-' 
tion, ufed to infeft the roads in troops, plunder towns and vil=’ 
lages, and when taken were hanged at the county-town by 
dozens, oreven fcores fometimes, after which their bodies were 
thus expofed along the highway im terrorem. At other places 
one met with croffles, either of wood or ftone, the higheft not 
above two or three feet, with infcriptions to this purport ; 
“¢ pray for the foul of A. B. or of a ftranger that;was found mur-' 
dered on this fpot.” Thefe deterring objects made me willing 
to aflociate myfelf to fome fellow-travellers whom I met on the 
fame road ; but fuch was my vanity, that I never. renewed the 
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pilgrim’s trade of begging whilft any of my money lafted, but 
was rather lavifh of it on fome of them, though I knew not 
how foon I might feel the want of it; and I had not refumed it 
long before I met with fuch a mortification as made me heartil 
repent of my folly. I was to go through the celebrated city of 
Lyons, abounding with the fineft buildings and other curiofities, 
which I was very defirous to fee; and whenI came to one of 
the gates, was afked by an officer, in a livery like our beadles, 
whether | wanted a viaticum ? Not knowing the confequence of 

his queftion, I anfwered in the affirmative, and was bid imme- 
diately to follow him. I was furprifed at the length of the way 
he led me, and obferved feveral fine churches, palaces, fquares, 
&c. which I ftood {till to admire, but was not fuffered to do fo 
long ; and at length, after about an hour and half’s good walk- 
ing, was told, that that was the oppofite gate at which I was 
to go out and purfue my journey ; he then clapped a couple of 
pence into my hand, and told me, that I muft not venture back 
into the city under fome fevere punifhment, and left me quite 
aftonifhed and unable toreply. As foon as I had recovered my- 
felf, I began to reflect on my extravagance and difappointment 
in a moft lively manner, but thought it beft, however, to follow 
his advice, rather than expofe myfelf to fome fhameful treat- 
ment, if I attempted to return. What increafed my concern 
was, the fear of finding the fame method obferved in every great 
city I came to, but, happily for me, it proved otherwife, and I 
not only went through them ail without moleftation, but ftaid 
in fome of them long enough to view every thing worth feeing, 
and to converfe with men of learning and piety, from whom I 
received fome tokens of their generofity. 


‘ The misfortune was, that my rafhnefs and vanity would 
not fuffer me to keep within due bounds, but I muft fet myfelf 
off to the higheft advantage, by pretending to greater merit and 
learning than was confiftent even with common prudence, as it 
expofed me to the continual danger of a fhameful difcovery. I 
took notice heretofore how little progrefs I had made in the 
Greek tongue, rather through the ignorance and negleé& of fome 
of my teachers, than want of capacity or application, but now I 
pretended to be not only mafter of it, but likewife in fome mea- 
{ure of the Hebrew, though I knew not a fingle letter of the 
latter, and had only feen fome Hebrew books belonging to the 
Jews of Avignon, by which I juft could diftinguifh that from 
other characters ; the truth is, that neither that nor any of the 
oriental tongues, nor even the Greek, were much ftudied by the 
clergy ; fo | was not under any great danger on that account, 
though I own I have been fometimes foiled at the latter, becaufe 
J commonly addrefled myfelf to the priefts, among whom I met, 
how 
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now and then, with one who underftood it. I muft alfo ac- 
knowledge that J found the generality of them very charitable, 
and fome of them even generous, though it the more redounds 
to my fhame, feeing neither the meannefs of my garb, of 
which yet I was not a little afhamed, nor the mortifying acci- 
dents that had happened to me could prevail upon me to fave a 
fhilling towards buying any thing better. I had indeed fome 
hopes of doing fo as I came nearer to my father; but here I was 
again juftly difappointed ; the two or three laft provinces I was 
to pafs through, having been greatly impoverifhed, and even 
laid wafte by the late war, fo that I found the clergy here lefs 
rich and generous, and fo great poverty reigned among the 
laity, that I had much ado to get fufficient fubfiftence among 
them. I fhould likewife obferve here, that every town, or even 
village [came thro’, had a number of Lutherans and Calvinifts, 
who were ftill in a worfe condition, infomuch that their mini- 
{ters were obliged to keep fome poor inn or alehoufe for fub- 
fiftance; fo that by that time I had reached my father I was 
quite pennylefs and threadbare. I prefently, however, made 
myfelf known to him, though to his great furprife, not only on 
that account, but as it was fuch an unexpected vifit, of which 
he had not had the leaft notice given him, nor did at all.dream 
of. The city where I met him being about three or four miles 
from his houfe, he clapped a fmall piece in my hand, and di- 
rected me to a houfe where I might get fome refrefhment, and 
towards night conducted me to his own home, which I was not 
a little furprifed to find even meaner than our townfman had 
defcribed to my mother and me. Here he bid me a frefh and 
moft tender welcome, and expreffed fuch a vifible concern that 
he was not able to give me at leaft as good entertainment as I 
had been ufed to with my mother, that I was hardly able to 
make him a proper anfwer. 


‘ And indeed the difference I found between the two places, 
the forlorn condition I faw myfelf in, the mean figure I made 
in an obfcure kind of village, my being now not only out of the 
way of any improvement, but in danger of lofing what I had 
got, affording me fuch a difmal profpect, that I could not eafily 
conceal my uneafinefs, and, in a little time, a more than ordi- 
nary defire of returning to my old home, fince this new one 
was in every refpeét fo little inviting to me. He found it no lefs 
difficult to conceal his diflike of my returning to my mother, and 
tried all he could to difluade me from it. He advifed me to try 
my fortune at two or three neighbouring cities or univerfities, 
and I complied with his defire, but found much greater difcou- 
tagements than I could expect: firft, the Jefuits were the 
teachers in all of them, and I had ftudied with the Dominicans, 
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between whom and them there never was a right underftanding, 
but rather quite the contrary. 1] was got into a new country, 
(Germany) where the pronunciation of the Latin differed {5 
much from that I had been ufed to, that though no one could 
fpeak it more fluently than I, I neither could underftand them, 
nor make myfelf underftood by them, without the greateft dif. 
ficulty. ‘The country had been fo ruined by the war, that thofe 
few mendicant fcholars that remained in«thofe univerfities*, 
might be rather faid to ftarve than to fubfift. My youth and 
ignorance of the German tongue, as weil as my foreign pro- 
nunciation of the Latin and Greek, would likewife have difqua- 
lified me for being a tutor in any family, had there been any in 
a condition to have maintained one ; fo that after all my efforts, 
which | rather tried out of obedience to my father, than any 
likely hopes I could have of fuccefs, I returned to him re infeéa, 
all which only ferved to revive my defires of returning tom 

mother. But he being ftill as averfe to it as ever, bethought 
himfelf of a new way to difluade me from it,and with fo much art 
at the fame time, that I could not difcover his aim. He had 
feen the greateft part of Europe, and cou'd give an extraordi« 
nary account of it; he underftood feveral of its languages, par- 
ticularly the Italian, French, Spanifh and German, and expati- 
ated much on the advantages he had gained by travelling; and 
expreffed, at fome diftance, a defire that I fhould vifit feveral of 
thofe countries I had not yet feen, particularly thofe of Holland, 
Flanders, and Brabant, which he highly commended for their 
opulence, and the great number of learned men they produced, 
and expatiated much on their hofpitality, generofity, and fond- 
nefs for men of parts and genius, and how greatly I might be 
admired and promoted there on account of my learning, knows 
ledge in languages and fciences, and for having already travel- 
led through fo many confiderable parts of the world, all which 
he faid was the more furprifing, as I was ftill fo very young, for 
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* Mott of the univerfities of Germany have a number of thefe men- 
dicant ftudents, who, as foon as the {fchool-hours are over, go along 
the ftreets from houfe to houfe, finging fome pious Latin verfes to 
excite people’s charity, and, in fome opulent cities, get enough to 
live well and comfortably, and to buy all the books that are neceflary 
for them, by which means fome of them become very learned men, 
and get to good preferment ; but as it was quite otherwife in thefe, and; 
indeed, every city along the Rhine, quite down below the great city of 
Cologn (where the French forces had caufed fuch dreadful dilapidations 
as could not be feen without horror) ; thefe univerfities had been long 
fince forfaken by all thofe mendicant ftudents, who could no longer find 
means of fubfifting them. And’'this I afterwards obferved to be the 
cafe in every place where the French troops had been, as 1 may havé 
further occafion to fhew in the fequel. 
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I was then hardly full fixteen years old. He could not indeed 
have found a more effectual way than that of foothing my va- 
nity, to make me give wholly into his views, and as to the objec- 
tion of the want of money, confidering how well acquainted I 
was with the way of travelling at free-coft, he faid I could not 
but promife myfelf much better fuccefs through thofe countries, 
where the peoples generofity was equal to their known opu- 
lence. 


« | was now (unknown to him) to think of fome more cun- 
ning, fafe, and effectual way of travelling than that I had fol- 
lowed in my two former journies ; and fince I found that m 
pafling for an Irifhman and a fufferer for religion, did not only 
expofe me to the danger of being difcovered, but came fhort of 
the merit and admiration I had expected from it, I refolved on 
a new project, which, though equally hazardous, I had not 
fenfe enough to forfee, and tho’ ftill more difhoneft, I had not 
virtue enough to deter me from. I fay, unknown to, my fa- 
ther, for I had carefully concealed all the vile indire& pretences 
[had already ufed, and much more was I now obliged to do fo, 
knowing him to be fo upright and religious a man, that I fhould 
not only have incurred his utmoft anger, but that he would 
likewife have taken all poflible means to have deterred me from, 
or difappointed me init. I recollected, that whilft I was learn- 
ing humanity, rhetoric and geography with the Jefuits, I had 
heard them fpeak of the Eatt-Indies, China, Japan, &c. and 
expatiate much in praife of thofe countries, and the ingenuity 
of the inhabitants. ‘The idea they had given us of them was 
indeed too general and imperfect, at leaft what I remembered 
of it, was. by far too fhort and confufed, for a perfon of the 
leaft prudence or forecaft to have built fuch a wild project upon, 
becaufe all the notion they had given us of it, was only from 
their maps and comments upon them, for they made ufe of 
geographical books. However, I was rafh enough to think, 
that what I wanted of a right knowledge of them, I might 
make up by the ftrength of a pregnant invention, in which I 
flattered myfelf I might fucceed the more eafily, as I fuppofed 
they were {o little known by the generality of Europeans, that 
they were only looked upon, in the lump, to be Antipodes to 
them in almoit every refpect, as religion, manners, drefs, &c. 
This was my crude notion of the matter, which I thought af- 
forde.. a vaft {cope to a fertile fancy to work upon, and I had 
no miftruft of myfelf on that head. I had likewife heard that 
their way of writing differed very much from ours, but how, and 
in what, I was altogether ignorant, or had quite forgot it, and 
fo took it into my head, that like the Hebrew, and other orien- 
tal tongues I had heard of, they muft write from the right to the 
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left, and on this puerile fuppofition, I fet about excogitating of 
an alphabet that might aniwer my purpofe. Another thing that 
fhewed my inconfiderate folly was, that tho’ 1 could not but 
know that the Greeks and Hebrews had particular names for 
their letters, it never came once into my head to imitate them 
in that, as I had in the figures, powers, &c. of fome of the 
letters on a fuppofition, that as they might flow originally from 
the fame fountain, fo they might be reafonably imagined to re- 
tain ftill fome kind of refemblance. The truth is, my time 
was fhort, and knowlege in what I went about fo very fmall and 
confufed, and what I did was by ftealth, and fear of being de- 
tected by my father; that I was foon after made fenfible of my 
want of forecaft, when I came to converfe with proper judges, 
and found the neceffity not only of inventing names for the 
letters, but to make feveral amendments to my wild fcheme, as 
I became better acquainted with thofe Eaftern countries. 
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© However, confidering my tender years, fmall experience, 
and other fuch difadvantages, I have had fince no fmall caufe 
to wonder how I could excogitate not only fuch an alphabet, 
and names of letters, but likewife many other particulars equally 
difficult, fuch as a confiderable piece of a new language and 
grammar, a new divifion of the year into twenty months, 2 
new religion, &c. ‘and all out of my own head, in order to 
ftuff them into that moft abominab!e romance which I publifhed 
foon after my coming into England, and which occafioned fuch 
variety of opinions concerning it, and its fhamelefs author ; 
fome thinking it above the capacity of fuch a young fellow to 
invent, and others believing it the refult of long thought and 
contrivance. Alas, for me, my fancy was but too fertile and 
ready for all fuch things, when I fet about them, and when 
any queftion has been ftarted on a fudden, about matters I was 
ever fo unprepared for, I feldom found myfelf at a lofs fora 
quick anfwer, which, if fatisfactory, I ftored up in my reten- 
tive memory. But to return to my alphabet, as foon as I had 
finifhed it to my mind, I began to inure my hand to write it 
with fome readinefs, that it might upon occafion appear natural 
to me, which I[ found the more difficult, as I never was expert 
at my pen, and was quite unufed to this backward way of writ- 
ing ; and this obliged me to alter the form of fome of them, for 
the more eafy tracing them with the pen, and to contrive fome 
abreviations and joining of letters, and other fuch improvements 
for expedition, which done, I thought myfelf fufficiently pre- 
pared for pafling for a Japanefe converted to Chriftianity. _ The 
only difficulty was, how to reconcile this new and vile aflump- 
tion with my Avigtion certificate, which was not to be done but 
by copying it a new, and altering it where I faw fit, and clap- 
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ping the feal from the original one to the counterfeit; but 
though I was ready enough at wording it to my mind, I wrote 
fo indifferent a hand, that it could never pafs for that of a fe- 
cretary of a vice-legate, and to have had it done by a better 
nman was too difficult. and hazardous for me to venture. At 
length [ thought it fafeft to truft to my copying it as well as I 
could, with its fourifhes and ornaments, though I did it in fuch 
a coarfe ahd clumfy manner, that it would hardly have paffed 
for a tolerable counterfeit. There was likewife another danger 
of a difcovery from the different marks and make of the Gere 
man and Avignon paper, but that never came then in my head; 
fo that having made what alterations I thought proper in the 
tenor of the pafs, and clapping the old feal to it, | made no 
difficulty to truft the reft to. fortune, and took a melancholy 
leave of my poor father, who fhed abundance of tears over me, 
and wifhed me all poffible bleffings and fuccefs, not dreaming 
how little this new proje& of mine deferved of either; and 
when I was got at fome diftance from him, I put on my old 
pilgrim’s habit, and began my journey with a kind of heavy 
heart, according to the rout he had penned down for me, and 
which was quite oppofite to that which would have brought me 
to my own home.: I had, indeed, taken care to write to my 
anxious mother, and to acquaint her with what had pafled be- 
tween my father and me, and with my defire of taking a tour 
into the Low Countries before I returned to her, but I had 
afterwards reafon to fear, that the melancholy ftyle in which it 
was worded, did rather increafe than mitigate her concern for 
her now really worthlefs fon; for, from that time, neither the, 
nor = my father, ever heard of me more, nor I of them, and, 
| likelihood, both of them have bewailed my lofs at a much 
— rate than I deferved, if it did not prove the means of 
ortening their days.’ 


(To be continued in our next.) G ° 
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ALMENA: An Englifh Opera. As it is performed at the Theatre« 

Royal in Drury-lane. Written by Mr. Rolt, Author of Eliza. 
' The Mufic compofed by Mr. Arne and Mr. Battifhall. 8vo. 

1s. Becket & De Hondt. | 
| HE prefent reigning tafte for mufical exhibitions on.the 
rT ftage, hath been confidered by fome, as the tranfitory ef- 
fect of mere novelty and caprice; which, having had its day, 
will foon be over, and give place to the more tational entertain- 
ments of the theatre. ft appsars to us, however, tobe the very 
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natural confequence of the fuccefs of fome late attempts to dif- 
play that undoubted union which fubfifts between the powers of 
Mufic and Poetry. Why an Opera alfo might not be made as 
Tational entertainment as a tragedy, a comedy, or a farce, we 
confefs is not in our power to difcover. On the contrary, we 
conceive the reprefentation of a.fine piece of dramatic poefy, fet 
in a proper and mafterly manner to mufic, would conftitute one 
of the moft perfect and refined of all theatrical reprefentations, 


* “The great difficulty of making found’ a proper companion to 
fenfe, feems to be the only obftacle to the improvement of ‘this 
fpecies of dramatic exhibition. But as the fubjeé feems in'a 
peculiar manner to engage the attention of the Critics, we may 
poflibly hope to fee fome profefled treatife on the medns of ob= 
Viating this difficulty. 


, a 

Fayourably as fome Englifh Operas have been lately received, 
certain it is, that their fuccefs hath been altogether owing to the 
merit of the inftrumental mufic accompanying their recital. 
There does not feem, indeed, to be a proper diltinction made 
between the effects of the vocal and inftrumental parts of an 
Opera, in judging of the whole reprefentation : and yet there is 
undoubtedly a wide difference between them. ‘The influence of 
the ancient vocal mufic, was, by all accounts, as much fuperior 
to that of the moderns, as the inftrumental of the moderns is 
allowed fuperior to that of the antients. The reafon alfo is 
plain, the antients cultivated the arts of elocution, their com- 
mon difcourfe being altogether melodious and expreffive: the 
moderns. having, fince the invention of printing, lefs need to 
ftudy or practife oratory, have neglected the graces of {peech, 
and have improved thofe of fimple melody, into a more refined 
and complicated fyftem of inftrumental harmony. It is the bu- 
finefs of a*Compofer of Operas, to reconcile, if poffible, the 
vocal mpdy of -the antients, to the inftrumental harmony of 
the moderns. ‘This it isimpoffible he fhould do, if he is either 
ignorant or carelefs of the poetical merit of the production to 
which He endeavours to adapt his mufic. | 


Mich hath been written, and to very little purpofe, about the 
conneétion and affinity between poetical and mufical harmony 
none of the Writers who ‘have attempted to illuftrate their union, 
having thrown any fatisfactory light on the fubject. The Mu- 
ficians that -have endeavoured at the: practical ‘reconciliation of 
them in their compofitions, have fucceeded much better;. as 
might be inftanced in many of the favourite airs of Puree}, 

andel, Arne, and others. We muft not attribute the merit of 
vocal mufic, however, to every favourite air, or fine piece of 
mufical compolition, merely becau‘e it is annexed to certain 
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words, and fung by a vocal Performer. We have many noble 
pieces of church-mufic, as-well as of other kinds, in the exe- 
cution of which, the words are as ufelefs and indifferent as fol, | 
fa, la; the voice of the Singer contributing no more to the | 
mufical expreffion, than the found of a bafloon, a haut boy, or 1 
a flagellet. | 


The art of a Compofer of vocal mufic, therefore, lies, firft, 
in adapting his fubject to that of the Poet. This, indeed, may | 
be effected in a certain degree, by making the founds in general 
accord with the fenfe; as by adapting quick time, and fprightly 
notes, tolively expreffions, and chearful fentiments ;. by fetting 
words of grave and folemn import, to flow and: folemp tunes,, 
and fo forth. All this, however, is making but a fmall pro-, 
grefs toward the union of mufical and poetical harmony. ‘The 
famous rule in poetic compofition, of making the found an echo 
to the fenfe, fhould be carried much farther, and applied more 
patticularly, in vocal mufic: for it is not fufficient in this, that 
the expreflions of found accord in general. They may do this, 
and the Singer be all the while totally unintelligible; as is fre- 
quently, we may fay almoft always, the cafe at our oratorios 
and operas; where not one Auditor in twenty would know 
what was faid or done upon the ftage, were it not for the printed 
books. The Connoifleurs and Lovers of mufical harmony, may 
think this a {mall inconvenience; and, indeed, as matters ftand 
at prefent, it is no great matter; the demerit of the vocal part 
of the mufic deftroying the effe&t of theinftrumental; fo that a 
mufical ear would be better pleafed without hearing the words. 
than with it. But, why then the farce of written operas and 
oratorios? Why not confine the name of our entertainment to. 
what it really is, a Concert of inftrumental mufic ’—The words 
are calculated for the multitude, and thefe can very readily con- B 
ceive, that if they do not underftand the Singer, it is his fault, | 
he does not fpeak plain. But when the Singer is a native, not ' 
totally illiterate, and does not affect to be inarticulate, the fault | | 
is moft frequently either in the Compofer or the Writer. It is 1 | 
the fault of thé Compofer when, in adapting his notes, he ne- 
gleéts the prefervation of the due emphafis to be placed on the 
words, and the proper accent and length of the fyllables. It is 
the fault of the Writer, when the numbers of his verfe are fo 
flovenly-and carelefs, that the fyllables do not flow in eafy. fuce, 
ceffion, fo that the Compofer may reduce them per ar/in et thefin, 
without altering their natural Jength. A Boyce, a Stanley, or 
4 Battifhall, might compofe, indeed, a fine piece of mvfic for 
the firft chapter of Matthew, or the tenth of Nehemiah; but 
it could have no pretenfions to expreffion as vocal mufic: In 
like manner-a foreigner, ignorant of the pronunciation of our 
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language, yet being told.the general tenour and meaning of 2 
fong, might fet it to very fine mufic, but it would be the great- 
eft chance in the world, if fuch mufic would not be, after all, 
chiefly inftrumental. For the Singer’s pipe is a mere inftrumeng, 
unlefs the voice iffuing from it be articulate and exprefiive, 
Now, expreffive it cannot be, if its articulation be falfe or im- 
perfect; hence the moft expreffive and pathetic Italian opera 
that ever was exhibited, lofes all its merit of vocal mufic ona 
mere Englifh audience: the eunuch’s throat being to them as 
very an haut-boy as any in the orcheftra. 


» The effe& of the Compofer’s neglect of profody, accent, and 
emphafis, is very evident in the recitative of moft of our operas, 
which are, in general, fet fo very carelefsly, as to be quite into- 
lerable to thofe who fit near enough to hear what the Performer 
is intended to fay. 


As to the firft defect, it regards principally the time or length 
only of the notes and fyllables. On this head it is judicioufy 
remarked by Malcolm, that ‘¢ in fetting mufic to words, the thing 
principally to be minded, is to accommodate thelong and fhort 
notes to the fyllables, in fuch a manner, as that the words ma 
be well feparated, and the accented fyllable of every word be fo 
confpicuous, that what is fung may be diftin€ly underftood.” 
And, indeed, if one of the orincipdl enidé of vocal mufic, be not 
to make what is fung intelligible, we fee no manner of ufe the 
words are of, unlefs it be to difturb the’ harmony of :the Voice 
and inftruments. Now nothing is more common, even in our 
beft performances of this kind, than to find a great incongruity 
between the quantities or lengths of the mufical notes, and the 
words to which they are adapted. Hence the objection which 
Pancirollus formerly made, is fully juftified, when he affirmed, 
that in attending to modern finging, we hear founds only, with- 
éut words; by which, tho’ the external ear is a little tickled, 
the internal fenfe, or the underftanding, meets with no enter- 
tainment. ' 

Let us fuppofe, for inftance, the following line in the opera 
before us, fet to mufic with long notes adapted to the fhort fyl- 
lables, and fhort notes to the long : . 


LS Ve yy ee » ww oY 
I trembie Princefs, to pronounce thy fate. 


the abfurdity would be apparent, and the line abfolutely unin- 
telligible. 


- It would, indeed, be difficult for an Englifh Singer to u 
the words in fo faulty a manner; but a foreigner might, 
would, if the fyllables marked long were. adapted to minims, 
and thefe marked fhort to croichets. And tho’ fo glaring an 
inftance 
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inftance of erroneous compofition might not pafs on a difcern- 
ing audience, there are a thoufand others almoft as abfurd, that 
daily pafs uncenfured, and even applauded. ‘There aré very few 
airs fet to ballad-meafures, (that is, where tre ftanzas- are re- 
ated to the fame tune) wherein this impropriety of adapting 
ong or fhort notes to the contrary fyllables, is not e regioully 
manifeft. Wedo not remember whether the two ftanzas of 
the following air in the prefent opera, go to the fame tune of 
not; but certain it is, that the numbers of the laft are fo ftiff 
and uncouth, as with difficulty to be uttered even in common 
fpeech: the Reader may judge whether any thing that cannot 
well be /aid, can ever be melodioufly /ung. — 
: I. 
In hope to recompenfe his toil, 
The lab’ring pea(ant tills the foil: — 
In hope the mariner will brave 
The dangers of the Cafpian wave. 


After repeating thefe verfes, which run tolerably fmooth off 
the tongue, how diffonant, harfh and rugged are the following ! 


| I. 
Hope chears the flave that digs the mine, 
And makes him figh for Freedom’s fhrine : 
For Hope, when Juftice left mankind 
Soothing our cares, remain’d behind. 


One great caufe of the error here pointed out,-is, that the 
Compofer generally wants a poetical ear, as much as the Writer 
amufical one; and it isvery feldom:that either of them are ca- 
pable of reading, or declaiming, with tolerable propriety. . A 
Dancing-mafter, who fhould not be able to ftand or walk, 
would doubtlefs. be a droll profeffor of his art; and yet we have 
Singers, Singing-mafters, and Compofers of vocal mufic, who 
are much in the fame circumftances with regard to their own 
profeffion: that is, they cannot either read or fpeak*. How 
far perfons fo unqualified are likely to difplay the union of mufi- 
cal and poetical harmony, we prefume not to determine. 


Next to the prefervation of the dye length of the fyllables, 
the attention of the Compofer is required to that of the proper 
aceent, as laid on the words in {peaking ; which fhould be ever 
diftinétly marked, either by a longer or a higher note, accords 
ing as the accent is graye or acute. Without this, the words, 
when fung, will either not be underftood at all, or conyey a dif- 
ferent meaning from the true one. Thus, in fe:ting the word 


_ © And here. we cannot help taking notice, by the way, that one of 
the principal Performers in this opera, es fhocks the ears of the 
gudience, with moy and thoy, inftead of my and thy. 


Ce 3 contraé?, 
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contraé?, when ufed as a noun, and when ufed as a verb; the 
impropriety would be very palpable in adapting it in both. cafes 
to the fame motes ; asin the one, the firft fyllable is accented, 
and in the other the Jatt. 2 


Again, thofe words on which the fenfe requires an emphafig 
to be laid in fpeaking, fhould be ftrongly marked in finging ; ag 
on this the whole expreffion and pathos of the compofition de- 

ends. The Compofer, indeed, may leave this diftindion, as 
be generally does, to the Performer, as itis in writing left to the 
Reader; but then he fhould take care never to put it. out of 
the Performer’s power (as the Poet frequently does out of the 
Reader’s) to lay the’ ftrefs of the voice in the proper plate, 
Thus, if an emphatical fyllable be adapted toa fhorter, or low- 
er, note, than thofe fyllables which are not emphatical in the 
fame fentence, it is impoflible for the Performer to fing with 
proper expreflion. | 


From thefe confiderations itis plain, that a mere mufical Ge- 
nius, how great.an.adept foever he might be in the Contrap- 
punto, would be incapable of giving expreffion to vocal mufic, 
or of uniting fenfegand found, without other qualifications. It 
is neceflary that he fhould perfeétly. underftand the profody of 
the language he adopts; and that he fhould be capable of en- 
tering into all the fpirit and meaning of the Writer, Ina 
word, a good. Compofer of vocal mulic, fhould ,be a Critic in 
the beauties of ftyle, and in the numerous compofition both of 
the Orator and of the Poet. 


On the other hand, with regard to the Poet, he fhould, it 
writing for mufic, not only aim at ftrength and precifion of 
thought, but at the melodious fucceffion, or flow, of his words 
and fyllables : he fhould ftudy not only the language of :the pafs 
fions,' but alfo that of ‘the ear. 3 


__ By the melody or flow of his ftyle, it is to be obferved alfo, 
that we do not mean to confine him to the alternate fueceffion 
of Jong and fhort fyllables, or to thofe mechanical rules by which 
our verfesareufually divided. Someof thefe indced are well enough 
adapted to miufic ; the others, ‘particularly the longer kinds of 
verfes are not fo. The ingenious authdr of Elfrida, fays'that 
the meafures and cadences-of modern poetry, are by no meas 
adapted to thofe ‘of ‘mufic,- If he ‘meant the artificial meafires 
and cadence, dependent 6n the long-winded petiods of the ‘heroi¢ 
couplet‘and blank verfe, ‘he js Certainly very-right ; but we Have 
fuficient proof that the fliort, natural and eafy flowing periods 
of our ‘ftanzas and fhort couplets, are capable of being very fuc- 
cefsfully fet to mufic. ‘To be convineed of this we need only 
recollect the fcveral delightful and expreffive airs, compofed by 
| ox | Handel, 
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Handel, Arne, and others, to the mellifluous and“ enchanting 
verfes of Milton and Shakefpear. The mufic compofed for: 
Macbeth, and many of the fongs interfperfed in the plays of the 
latter, fufficiently indicate that affinity of genius which only’ 
could reduce to rules of art, and adapt to mufical expreffion the’ 


Native wood-notes wild 
of the moft harmonious writer that ever exifted. 





There is a wide difference, however, between fetting a few 
detached airs, 4nd compofing a whole drama. And if our mo- 
dern opera-writers and compofers, had but attended to-thofe 
circumitances, which nmufical and poetical harmony. haye «in 
common with each other, it is prefumed they might have fuc- 


ceeded mare jhappily than, they have hitherto‘done. Nothing: - 
could poflibly be more inconfiftent with their defign of improving. ~ 


this {pecies of compofition, than the fcheme of adopting blank. 
verfe, with its profaic periods of a mile, for the recitative of their 


operas. ‘Ihe merit and fuccefs of Artaxerxes, however, feems: 

tochave confismed fucceeding compofers in this error: forfuch * 
it is. We hardly know ny piece worfe written»for mu- * 
fic than this favorite performance. The language of-the reci- © 
tative is moft execrably rough and hobbling.:. nay, if.we remember: - 


right, we met with the horrid contraction a’ th’ hardly to be 
tolerated in the vileft profe, twice inferted im one line, . The 


moft favorite air in the piece, begins. alfo withthe following ~~ 


ungraceful repetition of the fame fyllable. oe ae 
Jn infancy our hopes:and fears, &c. | 


A writer for mufic fhould be extremely careful to avoid all 


fach inftances of cacophony ; laying it down as an inyariable ; 
rule, that what cannot ‘be gracefully read can never be melo- : -» 
dioufly fung. But thetruth is, as above hinted, that our poets, | 
are in general as little capable of reading with grace and pros 


priety as our compofers. We know, fome of the moft-harmo- 


nious yerfifiers now living, who are fuch intolerable readers; that... < 
it.is impoflible for a judicious ear to bear their repetition, eveq. 


of their own verfes. So rare, indeed, is the exercife of a tale, 
for eloquence among us, that if a man deliver but a. few caon- 
nected fentences, with tolerable, fluency in public, he is looked 
upon as a prodigy, and dignified with the name of an Orator, 
Nor is this to be wondered at, if we reflect how much the art 
of pronunciation, and graceful delivery in general, is neglected 
in our fchools and colleges. It is ftill lefs tobe wondered at, that 
vocal mufic fhould be at fo low an ebb, where even the natural 
gift of {peech is fo little.cultivated; or, that a people fhould not 
have learned the art of finging, who have not yet been properly 
taught to fpeak, | 
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Having beén thusdiffufe in our obfervations on operas in ge- 
neral, we fhall detain our Readers the lefs by what we have to 
offer concerning Almena in particular. Had the mufic been 
publifhed, indeed, we fhould have endeavoured to illuftrate the 
foregoing remarks by fome camparatiye extracts; although this. 
might have been thought foreign, perhaps, to our province as 
literary Reviewers. At prefent we can only take upon us to re- 
view the performance of the Writer. And this, confidered as’ 
a piece jntended for mufic, is almoft as defective in point of lan- 
guage, as the plot and conduét of it is abfurd, when viewed in 
the light of a dramatic compolition. 


We hall not trouble the Reader with the ftory or bufinefs of 
the piece, as the former is but indifferently chofen, and the lat- 
ter very triflinz, and as indifferently tranfaéted. It is on the 
whole, indeed, one of the moft unequal performances we re-’ 
member to have feen; the poetic merit of fome few airs being 
equal to that of moft in our language; while the compofition 
in feveral others, is altogether contemptible. There appears’ 
alfo as much difference in the propriety with which they are in- 
troduced ; the purport of many of ‘them being entirely foreign 
to the bulinefs of the fcene, and totally unconnected with the 
dialogue; while others again are more remarkably applicable 
dnd pertinent than is ufual in works of thiskind. The firft fong 
im the piece is of the former kind, and very improperly intro- 
duced, being neither adapted to the fituation of the character, 
nor giving any kind of information whatever to the audience j 
the fame may be faid of feveral others. One would hardly think 
the Writer. of the firft, fifth, fixth, and ninth girs in the fecond 
act, could be guilty of {uch unmeaning, fiimfy ftanzas as we 
meet with, particularly near the end of the-performance. We 
fhall quote two or three from different parts of the piece, and 
Jeave our Readers to judge for themfelves of the ftrange inequa~ 
Tity of this prodydtion. | AR ag adie. 

The three following are bold, nervous, and fignificant. 
Air. AG II. ASoliloquy by Mirza, the Hero of the poem, 
“who is defeated, taken prifoner, and confined in a dungeon, 

Where a lamp hangs glimmering above hishead;- * 

Wi Untimely fetting at thedawn, 

My fan of glory thus withdrawn, 

No friendly beam fupplies its ray ; 

Save what this glow-worm light around 

Sheds, dimly fcatter'd o’er the ground, 

In abfente of excluded day. 
Airg, Act II, A moral reflection by Abudah, a refolute and 
"+" prudent General, with which the a@tends. = 
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Poiz’d in Heaven’s eternal {cale, . 
Virtue muft o’er Vice prevail ; 

Tho’ right ta pow’r a while may bend, 
Juftice will triumph in the end. 


Air 4. AQ II. The imprecation of Afpatia, a captive Queen, 
| enraged againft the T'yrant and Ufurper. 


O Tyrant! horrible, accurs’d ! 
May, in vengeance from on high, 
The fwiftett lightnings fly, 

On thy devoted to. burft ! 


The following are poetical and fentimental. 
Air 5. ‘A@. II. ° “Afpatia’s reply to the Tyrant’s folieitations 


- of love. 

Till thou fee'ft the timid fawn 
With the rampant lion play ; 
Wolves and tygers crop the lawn, 
Led by fportive- lambs aftray ; 
Till the falcon wooes the dove, 
And the vulture quits his prey ; 
From a tyrant’s hated love, 

i Shall I turn with fcorn away. 


ir6. AQ II, The reflection -of a flighted Princefs, plotti 
a = the deftruction of her rival. ° m% 


. Though foft as down the female breait, 
When fway’d by love alone, 
By jealoufy if once poffefs’d, | 
‘1 hé heart is turn’d to ftone. ’ 


Air 1. A@ III. A mother’s complaint for the lofs of her 
daughter. 
With doubts and fears for her I love, 
My heart is ftill diftrefs’d ; 
Afiiated as the plaintive dove, 
When plunder’d of her nett ; 
When fad and moaning all the ‘day, 
She pines in folitude away. 


To thefe may be added, the: fecond, and fifth airs. in the firfk 
at, and the ninth air jn the third act: in all which, the fentj- 
ments are characteriftical and pertinent, and. the verification 
chafte and correct. Se" 


The following are of a different ffamp. 


Air 6. A&. I, Soliloquy of a Princefs in aay 


Sure I feel the dart of love 

Deep within my bofom move : 
Paflion may perplex the heart, 
Reafon then fhould heal the fmart. 
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But if Reafon quits the rein, 

Love ufurping wide domain ; 

Mirza foon fhall freedom find, 

If he proves to Zara kind. 
Itds not uncommon to hear of a Lady’s bofort being pierced by 
Cupid’s darts of his darts being transfixed deeply or lodged 
there: but for her to feel it move about there, is yery extraor- 
dinary. On the whole, there is a ftrange jumble of metaphors 
in this air, which render the fenfe vague and obfcure, while the 
verfification is mean and puerile. © The like.cenfure may be paff- 
ed on the following: 


Air 2; A@ UI. Sung by Almena fuppofed to be blind. 
Where is Pity’s melting eye, 
Beaming like the widew’d dove, 
As fhe heaves the tender figh, 
Pining in the fhady grove? 


How a melting eye fhould ‘beam like a widow’d dove, or what 
the Author means by it, we cannot devife: this fimile of the 
dove, however, is brought in very unluckily here, as it imme- 
diately fucceeds that of the dove plundered of her neft in Afpa- 
tia’s fong above-quoted. 


Air 2, AG@TI. An invitation from Zara, a virgin Princefs, to 
"a captive’Prince. | 


Would you tafte of freedam’s charms, 
Zara courts thee to her arms : 
Diftrefs like thine fhould pity move, 

_ And Pity’s ray may kindle love. 
‘For my heart adopts thy woes, 
Melting, thrilling as it glows : 

Leave thy cell, and follow me.; 
Love and Zara fet thee free. 


That Pity fhould have a melting eye, as in the preceding air, js 
not at all amifs: but that Pity fhould be fuppofed to dart rays - 
to kindle love, is as much as to compare it to the fun, a dull 
comparifon truly! and yet we cannot light our pipes by his rays, 
without the interpofition of a'‘burning-glafs. As to the melt- 
ing, thrilling, glowing heart-adopting woes, we can form no 
conception of the -matter. 


Duet in the laft A&t. On the joyful meeting of Almepa 
| and Afpatia. . 
Botu. As flows the cool and.purling rill, 
In filver mazes:dewn the hill ; 
Av. It chears the myrtle and ‘the vine, 
That in each other’s foliage twine, 
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Asp. So ftreams from the maternal heart, 
What tender nature can impart : 
Boru. Thus happy in my arms to fold, 
And to my heart Almena hold, 
And to my heart Afpatia hold. 


If the Reader can difcover the propriety or beauty of this fimile, 
he hath more critical fagacity than we can pretend to.——T he 
Hero is faluted in his triumphal entry by the following chorus 
of Priefts : 

Hail! Vidor, hail! with choral lay 

We celebrate this glorious day, 


Perfia again fhall nobly ine, 
Freedom is ours, and glory thine. 


If Perfia’s /hining had not been mentioned, would not this te. 
ral lay be a good deal in the ftyle of a Chriftmafs carol 2 


God ret you, merry Gentlemen, 
‘Let ‘nothing you difmay, &c. 


The following air is the laft in the piece, and is fung by the 
Hero ofthe Drama: 


Fortune with a wanton joy, 

Does her fleeting power employ : 
“But firm enthron’d will Virtue reign, 
Tho’ giddy Fortane fhifts the fcene. 


Nobly have we fought the foe ; 
Glory does its wreathes beftow : 
Now the-viétory is woz, 
Freedom fhall our labours crow. 


We have heard frequently of ‘wagers, and of battles *being Jef 
and won, and of victories being gained ; but, asa vi can- 
not well be loft, unlefs people can ‘be faid ‘to lofe-what: do 
not poffefS, fo it cannot with much propriety be faid to be won. 
The fentiment in the laft line about Freedom, comes -with very 
little propriety alfo from the mouth of an Eaftern Defpot, the 
abfolute mafter of ithe lives and properties of his fubjetts. ; The 
air might as well have ended thus; and it would have beta” as 
good fenfe, and much better rhime: 


‘Now the crown of Perfia’s won, 
And our opera is done, 


As to the Recitative, it is written ina aking of ptofaic blonk 
verfe, and therefore not in fo flowing a ftyle as, forthe reafons 


above given, is requifite for mufic. tis otherwife, for the moft - . 


part, corre& and nervous, except where the Writer hath too 


much affected: metaphor and -allegory: Thus Almena defires - 


Abudah not 
—- To 
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——— To retra& the heav'nly balm 
Of {weet humanity. 


Again, in the laft fcene we have the following curious ftring 
of metaphorical expreflions, not altogether the moft precife or 
fignificant. . | | 
Asp. —— eee A mother’s bleffing 

FaJl on your heads, as dew-drops on the palms. 
As. Let grateful honour kindle gentle love 
In my Afpatia’s bofom, 
———= Gratitude 
Reigns o'er my heart, and honour merits love. 
At. Thus Virtue’s balm extraéts Afflition’s thorn, 
And Jutftice proves its origin divine. ) 
The Reader will make his own remarks on this fpecimen of the 
dialogue ; he will learn alfo, that the balm of Virtue is greatly 
fuperior to moft others, poffeffing, with its fanative qualities, 
the fearching property alfo of turpentine. 


In the beginning of the third a&t, Afpatia faysto the Ufurper, 
Inhuman monfter! has thy favage hand 7 | 
Welter’d again in royal blood ! 
It is common to fpeak of hands embrued or dipt in blood; but 
we feldom fay any. thing lefs than a body welters in blood. 


After all, it is fome encomium on this produétion, that we 
have not thought it -altogether beneath criticifm, which hath 
been hitherto generally the cafe with performances of this na- 
ture. We have fome hopes, however, it will not be fo for the 
future; efpecially if the encouragement at prefent: given by 
the town fhould continue to excite the emulation of Writers 
to excel in this fpecies of compofition. 

, K-n-k 
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For N O V E.M BE R, 1764. 
RELtiGtovs and CoNTROVERSIAL. 

Art. 1. Remarks on an anonymous Tra&, entitled, An Anfwer* 
to Dr. Mayhew’s Obfervations on the Charter and Conduct 
of the Society for propagating the Gofpel in foreign Parts, 
Being a Second. Defence of the Obfervations. In which the 
Scheme of fending Bifhops to America, is particularly confidered ; 
and the Inconveniencies that might refult from it to that Country, 


¥ See Review, Vol XXX. page 284. 
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if put into Execution, both in civil and religious Refpetts, are re- 
prefented. By Jonathan Mayhew, D, D. Paftor of theWeft 
Church in Bofton, 8vo. 1s. 6d; Nicoll. 


R. Mayhew, of whofe literary abilities the public have feen than 
fpecimens, treats his learned, and (as fome fay) vey igni 
Opponent in a manner that does honour ¢0 the charaéters of both par- 
ties, as Scholars, and as Gentlemen. We have neither toom nor incli- 
nation to enlarge on the particulars of an expiring controverfy: other- 
wife, we might felect fome curious paflages from the notable performi~ 
ance now before us.. 


PoLITICAL., 


Art. 2. 4 Letter to the Right Honourable Charles Townfend. 
8vo. is. Nicoll. 


This is a profeffed Anfwer to alate pamphlet entitled, “© A Defence 
of the, Minority,"’ of which this Letter-writer prefumes Mr. Townfend 
to have been the Author. The arguments with which he oppofes this 
{uppofed Champion of the Minority, are temperate, candid, and fome- 
times cogent. The moft material point he controverts is, the Defender’s 
affertion, that the Minority confidered the queftion concerning the ille- 
gality of certain general Warrants as a pafticular, and hot as a general, 
queftion, and that they meant to confine themfelves to the fingle cafe be- 
forethem. On the other hand, this Letter-Writer undertakes to thew, 
that the queftion was underftood to be general, not particular: and that 

thg Minority did not even fee the diftin¢tion which their Champion fup- 
* pofes them to have adopted. But we mouft refer our Readers to the Let- 
ter itfelf; for were we to epitomize the heads of this controverfy, it 
wou!d lead as beyond the limits allowed to articles of this nature. . 


Be ae R-d 
Art. 3. The Statutes at Large. By Owen Ruffhead, Efq; 


Vols. VIlIth and VIIIth. 4to. 15s. each, in Sheets. 
Printed by his Majefty’s Law Printers. 


Thefe volumes bring the Statutes down to the end of the fecond year 
of the reign of George III. To the VIlIIth is prefixed the following 
Advertifement.—-—‘ The better to accommodate the Purchafers: of this 
work, the Proprietors, at the requeft of many of the Subfcribers, ine 
ftead of concluding at the end of the Parliament 1761, as was at firft 
propofed, have determined to continue it to the end of the laft Seffions. 
The ninth volume, therefore, will contain the third and fourth years of 
the prefent King, together with the Table, which will be very confidere 
ably enlarged. The Appenpix, confiiting of ancient and curious Star 
tutes, fome of which were never in print betere, will make a feparate 
‘volume, | . 


PoETICAL. | 
Art. 4. Hymn te the Power of Harmony. 4to. rs. TDonaldfon, 


It is no eafy matter to give a juft account of fuch performances as nef- 
ther pleafe nor difpleafe. Of this kind is the Hymn to the Power of 
5 | Harmony. 


EE gc => 
. - o = — - 
i 










































































~ ee ewe ~~ 


a ~ ——-~ 


apnea is eli 


398. MonTHuiy CATALOGUE, 


Harmony. It has not merit fufficient to entitle it to general applaufe, 
and yet its defeéts are not fo great as to juftify unlimited. cenfure. The 
poem by no means anfwers thofe expectations which the fubjet, fuited 
only to the abilities of the firft and greateft Writers, naturally excites, 
The thoughts, in gencral, want originality ; and the peculiar harmony 
of the blank verfe, is loit in the monotony of the couplet meafure : yet 
the fcenery is frequently pretty, the allufions tender and attractive, and 
the enthufiafm truly poetical, L. 


Art. 5. The Triumph of Genius, 4 Dream. Sacred to the Memory 
of the late Mr. C. Churchill. By Mr. Lloyd. 4to. 18. Jones. 


The Triumph of Genjas makes but a forry appearance under the 
banners. of Dullnefs, This pamphlet is, indeed, nothing more than a 
very defpicable catch-penny, as deftitute of honefty in the defign, as of 
merit in the execution ; bemg plainly intended to impofe on the public, 
unde ati appearance of the name of Mr. Robert Loyd. L 

, <F 


NoveEts. , 


Art, 6. The Hiftory of Mifs Lucinda Courtney. In a Serits of oi 
"ginal Letters, written by herfelf, to her Friend Mifs Conftan- 
tia Bellmour. 12mo. 3 Vols. gs. bound. Noble. B 


This is not the worft imitation we have feen of the late Mr. Richards 
fon’s method:of novel-writing. The language is above the common 
ftamp ; and the incidents related, are natural and interefting. . 

| MIscELLANEOUS, K-n-k 


Art. 7. The Hiftory of the Robinhood Society; . in which the Ori- 
gin ‘of that illuftrious Body is traced; the Method of managing 
their Debates is fhewn; the Memoirs of the various Members 
that cembofe it-are given; and fome original Speschary as Specix 
mens of their oratorical Abilities are recorded. Chiefly compiled 
from original Papers*. 12mo. 3s. Fletcher. 


. Chiefly compiled from the catch-penny Author’s own fertile ima- 
gination. 


Art.8. 4 Defence of the Robinhood Society, from the Calumnies 
"and Mifreprefentations of a late Author, &c. Sc. By aMember 
of the Society. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Burd. ! 


Equally genuine and important with the foregoing article. We fhould 
not be furprifed to hear, that both the Hi/fory and the 4n/fver to it, are 
the works of the fame individual, indultrious hand. 


Art. 9g. 4 feafonable Alarm to the City of London, on the-prefent 
important Crifis: Shewing, by the mo/? convincing Arguments, 
that the.new Method of Paving the Streets with Scotch Pebbles, 
and the pulling down of the Signs, muft be both equally pernicious 
to the Health and Morals of the People of England, By Za- 
chary Zeal, Citizen. 8vo. 1s. Gd. Nicoll. 
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This is fo poor an attempt at irony, that it will require fome penetra. 
tion to find out, in many places, whether the Author is im jeft of iw 
earneft. It is withal fo very dull, that, tho’ we patiently perufed the 
whole, in hopes ef ftumbling upon one good thing at leaft, im the fpace 
of fifty-one pages, we found nothing to excite a {mile, either of ap- 
probasten or ridicule, till we arrived at the laft page; where it is faidy 
the or expires, and the Publifher, Printer, and Printer’s Devils, 


enter, and carry off the—copy. } K-pn he 


Art.-10. An Addrefs to the Freemen, and other Inhabitants, of the 
City of Oxford. 4to. 6d. (Lucern, printed for Abraham 
Lightholder, and fold by the Bookfellers of England.) 
Fletcher. 


An ingenious reprefentation of the inconveniencies which attend the 
ill fweeping, and the want of proper lighting, the ftreets of Oxford. 
The humour will be moft obvious to thofe who are not ftrangérs to the 
place. 


Art. 11. The School of Virtue, or polite Novelif?. Confifting of 
Novels, Tales, Fables, Allegories, Fc. Fc. moral and entere 
‘taining in Profe and Verfe. 1amo, 2s. Cooke. 


This isa compilation of various pieces, from various Writers ;  fome 
moral, and fome immoral; fome tolerably entertaining, and fomevery 
dull.— As Shakefpear’s Moth talks of being at a great featt of \lan- 
guages, and bringing away the fcraps, fo this Compiler feems to have 
been at a feaftof tales, and has brought away the refule. L. 


Art. 12. A Pronouncing and Spelling Diétionary: Wherein, by a 
new and fufficient Method, the proper Sounds of Englifh Words 
are exattly afcertained; and by which, both bis Majefty’s Sub- 
jeéts and Foreigners, may correé? an improper, or acquire a right 
Pronunciation of the Englifh Language, &c. By William John 
fton, M. A. r2mo. 2s. 6d. Johnfton. . 


Though this is far from being an accurate performance, yet it com. 
tains fome direétions for pronunciation, which may be ufeful to a cer. 
tain clafs of Readers.——-The Author concludes his preface inthe fole 
lowing manner. : 

‘ To familiarize the founds of Englith words, as a praxis on them, 
fo far as it goes, I have added a difcourfe upon an interefting fubjeé; 
preached on Mount Sion at Tunbridge Wells; the proper founds of 
the words of which I have fignified by the notation: unfeignedly be- 
feeching the God of all Grace, that he would gracioufly’ exhibit all 
fuitable aids, for rendering it truly profitable, to-every one (won) who 
fhall read it: and humbly entreating every Reader to perofe it, with 
that ferioufnefs and candour which become the importance of its con- 
tents, and the benevolence wherewith it is publifhed. ‘The truths of 
which, when intimately known, ‘and habitually regarded, are, through 
the divine concurrence, fo abundantly efficacious to men’s: holinefs and 
happiriefs, both here:and hereafter, that I fhould think my felicity great 
indeed, if this work, befides -anfwering its proximate é¢nd,. ee 
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ferve as an apparatus for promoting fuch a knowlege of thefe truths; 
and fuch a regard to them, in any; and unfpeakable {0 if in many, of 
se my fellow-creatures.’ 


fr The wWerdg from which our Author difcourfes are thefe—z2 Tim. i. 10, 
—Who alifbed death, and bath brought life and immortality to light, 
abrough thefgr/pel. 

SERMON S. R. 


1. Gratifude to God for.the Reftoration, and its confequent Blefings :—~ 
before the univerfity of Oxford, at St. Mary’s, May 29, 1764. . By 
Thomias Weare, M.A. of Jefus College, Oxford. Rivington. 

2. St. Paul’s Charge to Timothy, to tak: heed to bimfelf and to his 
Doétrine, confidered,—at the vifitation of the Archdeaton of Surry, at 
St. Olave’s, Southwark, Sept. 18, 1764. By Thomas Negus, D.D.  ! 





hi Reétor of St. Mary, Rotherhithe, and late Fellow of Clare-hall, Cam- 
} bridge. To which are added, fome brief Remarks relative to the charge 
i and folemn ftipulations in the office of Ordination. 

’ 3. Religion and Loyalty infeparable,—at the affizes at Wifbeach in the 
4 Ifle of Ely, Auguit 22, 1764; before Mr. Serjeant Forfter, Chief- 


Jultice of the faid Iffe. By John Fortter, M. A. Reétor of Elton in 
Huntingdonfhire, and of Walfoken in Norfolk. Dod. 


CoRRESPONDENEER, 


*,,* The Letter from the Hague, received a few months ago, is ac- 
knowleged. The occufion is regretted ; and would be more fo, but for 





7 the pleafure received from the perufal of fo candid and genteel an Ex- 
i pottulation. 
! ‘2 t4t Frugi’s Letter has been duly attended t6; but what he propofes; 
7 in regard to our inferting the Prices of foreign Rooks, is found to be 
3 impraticable. 
ttt Civis is certainly right, in general ; altho’ there are confiderable 
objections towhat he recommends. However, the contents of his Note 
| will not be difregarded. ‘The Reviewers are obliged to him for his 
Hints. 
: 
i} 7 c> If M. A. will favour us with her real addrefs, we will endeavour 
; to account to her, for the feeming aviation the fo fenfibly and politely 
a hints at; but there is no neceflity for a public explanation. Theplea- i 
fure of her future correfpondence is earneftly hoped for. 
| | ERRATA in the Review for September. 
Page 171, 1.11, for 25, r. 6s. 
if 181, 1. ult. of the text, for put in, r. put it in, 
AST 188, 1. 8, after oftex, add p. 75. 
220, 1. 7 from the bottom, for his, r. Aer. 


| ERRATA im Oétober. 
Page 295, par. 3, I. 1, for experiment, read experiments. 
297, par. 3, 1. 10, for contain, r. certain. 
301, In the art. of Dr. Lowth’s Sermon, par. 2, 1. 3, for affect- 
ing, ©. frriking. gt 
318, art. 8, 1.1, of the CharaGer, for contents, r. contefts. 
1.6, after oppofed, add will produce the defired effe4. 


¥.* The Conclufion of the Philofophical Tranfa@tions is deferred 


till our next. 


